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Franz Haufen: Franz is from a small village on the Rhine in Germany. He is a German crossbow man and he fights as a man-at-arms for his Lord, Heinrich von Fritzman.  Franz is a God-fearing Roman Catholic.  He believes absolutely in Heaven and Hell.  He is more afraid of burning in eternity in Hell for his sins than he is of the Saracen infidel.  Franz is a serf from the village of Kleinbach.  Most of his life he has traveled no more than fifteen miles outside of his village.  He is dirt poor.  Now he fights thousands of miles away from home before the walls of Jerusalem.  His priest has told him that the Holy Land is full of riches for the taking: women, spices, silks and gold beyond imagination.  Franz is worried about his soul.  He knows he has sinned.  He has slept with his wife’s sister and many other wenches of the village; he has killed scores of men and he has beaten his children; on the way to Jerusalem he and the rest of the German crusaders slaughtered over 8000 Jews from the city of Mainz; more Jews were slaughtered crossing into the Middle East.  Franz knows that he is a sinner.  He is becoming more and more afraid of burning in Hell as he gets older.  There is also the matter of the crossbow.  Two Popes have declared the crossbow an “unchristian weapon” because from fifty yards the bolts can penetrate the armor of any knight.  European knights and nobles hate the crossbow and the Pope has declared the crossbow is not to be used against any Christians.  Franz is too poor to buy an indulgence from the Church.  An indulgence is a gift of money to the church to wipe away man’s sins.  The Pope has promised the Crusaders that by fighting for Christ and recapturing the Holy Land, their souls will automatically go to Heaven.  God wills the death of the infidel, whether it is Jews or Muslims.  God will not punish the murder of the infidel.  Death to the infidel!  God wills it!  Glory be to God!
Ali-Alem Mustafa: Ali-Alem is a horseman in Saladin’s cavalry.  Like Saladin, Ali-Alem is a Kurd, one of the tribes from southern Turkey. Ali-Alem carries a prayer rug along with all of his military equipment: composite bow, thirty arrows, lance and scimitar sword.  He rides a magnificent Arabian warhorse, faster and stronger than the horses of the infidel crusaders. Ali-Alem prays five times a day.   He has four wives and twelve children.  Ali-Alem’s wives all wear the burka.  They cover themselves from head to toe, showing no flesh to any man other than Ali-Alem.  They were all virgins when he married them.   Some day he will make the hajj to Mecca.  This is commanded by the Prophet Mohammad; all good Muslims must make the hajj to Mecca. Ali-Alem follows the words of the Prophet Mohammad: it is strictly forbidden to kill a fellow Muslim; it is strictly forbidden to commit suicide; it is strictly forbidden to kill the innocent, for if you kill the innocent, you will kill all of mankind; it is strictly forbidden to destroy the property of the innocent.  The Koran only permits the killing of the enemies of Islam, but never the innocent.  The imam of Saladin, Saladin’s spiritual leader, has declared jihad against the infidel, the enemies of Islam.  Because Ali-Alem is fighting in a jihad he sees himself as a mujahideen, “one who fights in jihad.” Ali-Alem hopes to die a martyr for Allah.  It is how man dies that determines what he can look forward to in Heaven.  If he dies a martyr with the names of the Prophet Mohammad and Allah on his lips, paradise awaits Ali-Alem.  In this paradise await seventy-two virgins.  They will have full breasts, and full lips, and beautiful eyes, and round faces and hair only on their heads and above their eyes.  Seventy-two virgins will meet Ali-Alem’s every desire for eternity.  In paradise awaits seventy-two virgins, rich foods, cool pools of water, and pleasure beyond man’s earthly imagination.  Death to the infidel!  Glory be to Allah and his Prophet Mohammad!
Motivations for Crusades/Jihads:
1. Motivation is the psychological state that accompanies any action or behavior.  Based on the above two case studies, were the Crusades really religious wars?

2. In your opinion, what was the primary reason why Franz joined the Crusades? Explain using evidence.
3. How would Franz define the infidel and how does this definition change as he marches east?

4. What really bothers you about Franz’s motivation for joining the Crusades?  Is there any hypocrisy in Franz’s motivation for going to war?

5. What motivates Ali-Alem to fight against the Crusaders?

6. What do you think is the primary reason why Ali-Alem fights? Explain using evidence.
7. Who do think has the purist (most genuine) reason for fighting, Franz or Ali-Alem?

8. Is there anything about a jihadist suicide bomber that bothers you? Is there anything that bothers you about a Christian extremist who is more afraid of Hell than of any earthly punishment? Should that be a concern? Why or why not?
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