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Fall 2016
COURSE OVERVIEW
Welcome to the first half of American History!  We are going to have an exciting semester learning about our nation’s past and present.  While we are learning about American History, we will also learn life skills that will enable us to be intelligent problem solvers and enthusiastic life-long learners.  During this semester we will focus on the twentieth century and cover the period in history from the era of US Imperialism through World War II.

It is my goal as your teacher to create a safe and enjoyable classroom atmosphere in which learning is fun, expectations are challenging, and all people are respected, valued, and trusted.  The responsibilities and expectations laid out below will help us accomplish these goals.

Office Hours: I am available during access and during 4th and 8th  period in the weight room coaches office or D202.
Materials: Students must have a spiral single subject notebook or a five subject notebook with section specifically designated for American History. Pens or pencils are also daily requirement.  If you come to class without a pen or pencil and a notebook, they can be purchased for a Muro during class. Coming to class prepared is your responsibility. 

Grading Scale and Weights: 

A= 90% - 100%

B= 80% - 89%

C= 70% - 79%

D= 60% - 69%

F= 59% or below
60% of grade based on Assessments.

30% of grade based on Assignments.

10% of grade based on Participation.
· Grades will reflect work completed in the above categories. I don’t give out grades, they are earned!! 

· You are responsible for keeping yourself and your parents informed about your grades. Do not fall behind; if you do come see me ASAP. I am here to help you succeed in American History.  
Muros: At the beginning of the semester you will receive a sheet of Muros.  These will be used as our class currency. There will be opportunities to earn Muros throughout the semester.  At the end of the semester the extra Muros that you have will count as extra credit. Certain things in class although will cost you Muros. For example: tardiness, bathroom breaks, behavior outsides class norms, generally if you make me unhappy, etc. 
Attendance and Assignment Requirements.

1)  Do not be tardy or accumulate unexcused absences.  Tardiness will be dealt with using the school wide tardy policy.  We will go over the tardy policy in class.

2) For excused absences you have two (2) days for every day absent to make up work missed, this includes in-class and homework assignments.   WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE TWO DAYS AT 50% CREDIT. For example, if you are absent on a Monday, all assignments are due Wednesday by 3:00pm.  It is your responsibility to get missed work before school, after school, or during one of my planning periods.  Do not try to speak to me during class about missing assignments.

3) You will not receive credit for any in-class or homework assignments due on the day of an unexcused absence.

4) All homework is due at the beginning of the class period. I will accept late work until 3:15 pm on the day it is due, however, you will be deducted ten (10) percent of your grade on that assignment.  All late work must be put in my hand.  It is your responsibility to find me after school and give it to me directly.

5) According to the State Board of Education policy, all extended absences (more than two days absent) must be approved by the principal at least three (3) days before the absence will occur.

Assessment Make-up: Assessments equate to a significant portion of your overall grade (60%).  If you miss the day we complete an assessment, you will have one week to complete it for initial make up and full credit.  If you would like to retake a test, that can be done at any time outside of class for up to a 70% C. 

Cheating:  The policies found in the Lakewood Student Handbook and the Jeffco Conduct Code book will be enforced. You will not receive credit if you are found cheating or plagiarizing.  

Electronic Devices: Cell phones must be turned off and out of sight during class or they will be taken and may given to administration; musical devices are acceptable on certain days only (I will let you know when you are allowed to use them). Texting is never allowed in my class. 

Food and Drink: As per school policy, food is not allowed in my room, the only beverage allowed is water. 

Student Responsibilities and Expectations:  

1. Arrive to class on time, prepared to learn, grow, and challenge yourself. 

2. Help create a positive learning environment through acceptable student behavior, efficient use of time, and respect for all. 

3. Take responsibility for your own actions, learning, and choices; I expect you to actively participate and in class. 

4. Follow all school and classroom rules, and accept the consequences for your actions. 

“Continual Learning fuels continual improvement”





-anonymous

“Inaction produces nothing”






-Allen Greenspan

SEMESTER OVERVIEW

I. Progressive Era and the Gilded Age

A. Presidents  

B. Changes in Domestic Policy

C. Changes in Society 
II. United States Becoming a World Power

A. Growth of Imperialism

B. Spanish-American War

III. World War I

A. Causes and Effects

B. Important People

C. Major Battles and Events
D. On the Homefront

IV. Great Depression

A. Causes and Effects at Home and Abroad

B. FDR’s Presidency and the New Deal

V.
World War II

A. Causes and Effects

B. Important People

C. Major Battles and Events

D. On the Homefront

Parents/guardians,
I always welcome hearing about your interest in your child’s education. Please feel free to contact me via phone or e-mail at any time.  I prefer contact via e-mail as it is a more efficient form of communication considering our different work/home schedules.  I am also happy to visit with you in person; however, I do ask that you please schedule the meeting in advance.

Please fill-out, sign, and detach this page to confirm that you (parents and students) have read and understand the attached American History guidelines, procedures, and standards.

___________________________________

________________________________

Student name (print)




Class period

___________________________________

________________________________

Student signature




Date

___________________________________

________________________________

Parent/guardian signature



Date

1. Parent/guardian name:  _________________________________________________________

Home ph.: __________________Work ph.: __________________Cell ph.:  _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________

2. Parent/guardian name:  _________________________________________________________

Home ph.: __________________Work ph.: __________________Cell ph.:  _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________
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