€6 We look forward to a world founded upon four essential freedoms. The
first is freedom of speech and expression. . . . The second is freedom
of every person to worship God in his own.way. . . . The third is free-
dom from want [need]. : .. The fourth is freedom from fear. %
—Frankiin D. Roosevelt, State of the Union Message, January 6, 1941

ousands of men volunteered to serve in the military.

e Gl War

United States Enters the War

Industries
|adaptto
| produce
war goods.

in the United States had begun to prepare for war. President Rooseve
is concerns and worries clear to the American people in a radio addres
:mber 1940, He stated that the Axis nations, especially Germany, pose
-t threat to the security of the United States. He appealed to Americar
ness owners and workers to support Britain’s defensive efforts or fac
¢ ultimate task of defending their own land against the “brute force” of
he Axis.

at they were fighting to preserve the freedoms that they held dear.

erved their country, primarily in the army.

86 We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an
emergency as serious as war itself. We must apply ourselves to
our task with the same resolution, the same sense of urgency,
the same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as we would show were
we at war.%?

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, fireside chat, December 29, 1940

important secure communications link in several key battles of the war.

ited most black troops to supporting roles. By late 1942, however, faced
with mounting casualties, military authorities reluctantly gave African
Americans the opportunity to fight. African Americans fought in sepa-
rateunits. One such group, called the Tuskegee Airmen, became the first
African American flying unit in the United States military. In late 1944,
heavy casualties forced the army to accept African Americans into some
white combat units.

R understood that the outcome of the war in Europe ultimately depended
on his country’s ability to produce planes, tanks, guns, uniforms, and other war
materials for the Allies.

Millions of Americans traded their
civilian clothes for military fatigues
(above) as the United States
prepared to fight the Axis.

‘Women in the Military Not all who served in the military were men.
By the war’s end, roughly 350,000 American women had volunteered

bilizing the Armed Forces

FDR realized that a crucial step that he had to take was to strengthen the armed
forces if the United States were to enter the war on the side of the Allies. In
September 1940, Congress authorized the first peacetime draft in the nation’s:
history. The Selective Training and Service Act required all males aged 21
to 36 to register for military service. A limited number of men was selected
from this pool to serve a year in the army. The United States also boosted its
defense spending from $2 billion at the start of the year to more than $10 billion
in September.

As the United States prepared for the possibility of war, thousands of Amer-
ican men received official notices to enter the army. In what came to be known
as the “Four Freedoms speech,” FDR shared his vision of what these troops
would be fighting for:

use women in almost all areas except combat. Many worked as clerks,
typists, airfield control tower operators, mechanics, photographers, and
drivers. Others ferried planes around the country and towed practice tar-
gets for antiaircraft gunners.

Preparing the Economy for War

The United States entered the war at a time when the production levels
of the other Allies had dropped sharply. Bombing campaigns and
German advances had affected production in Britain and the Soviet
Union, and Japan’s conquests in the Pacific threatened to cut off
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tist Norman Rockwell illustrated these four freedoms in a series of paintings
at the government distributed in poster form during the war. After the attack
Pearl Harbor, feelings of patriotism swept over the United States. Tens of

World War II greatly changed the lives of the men and women
vho were uprooted from home and sent far away to fight for their country.
More than 16 million Americans served as soldiers, sailors, and aviators in the
war. They called themselves GIs, an abbreviation of “Government Issue.”

_ During the war, American GIs slogged through swamps, crossed hot
serts and turbulent seas, and flew through skies pounded by enemy guns.
Soldiers on the front lines often found their experience in the war was a daily
truggle just to stay alive. Between battles, the typical GI dreamed of home and
cherished way of life. When asked what he was fighting for, a young marine
eplied, “What I’d give for a piece of blueberry pie.” American soldiers knew

Diversity in the Armed Forces Americans from all ethnic and racial back-
_grounds fought during World War II. More than 300,000 Mexican Americans

~ Some 25,000 Native Americans also served in the military. A group of
Navajos developed a secret code, based on their language, that the enemy
could not break. The marines recruited more than 400 Navajos to serve as

radio operators. These “code talkers,” as they became known, provided an

Nearly a million African Americans joined the military. At first, officials lim-

for military service. Faced with a personnel shortage, officials agreed to .

Norman Rockwell’s Freedom From
Want was widely reproduced during
the war.

INTERPRETING POLITICAL
CARTOORNS Bill Mauldin created
the characters of Gls Willie and Joe
for the Army newspaper, Stars and
Stripes. Distinguishing False From
Accurate Images What does this
cartoon say about the Gls who
fought in World War 11?-

L - L
e S O E Yol

“Me future is settled, Willie. I'm gonna be
a', perfessor on types o’ European soil.”
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supplies of such vital raw materials as rubber, oil, and tin. President Roos
pushed industries to move quickly into the production of war cquipment;

War Production FDR knew that the federal government would have
coordinate the production of American businesses to meet Allied deman
The government had already assumed tremendous power over the econory
during the New Deal. Now the Supreme Court, filled with Rooseve]
appointees, tended to support FDR’s attempts to boost the governmeng’
power even further. "/

In January 1942, the government set up the War Production Board (WPRB
to direct the conversion of peacetime industries to industries that produced wa

from cars to lawn mowers to bird cages, and encouraged companies to mak
goods for the war. The armed forces decided which companies would receiv

contracts to manufacture military hardware, but the WPB set priorities and allo
cated raw materials,

Office of War Mobilization. The office would serve as a super

Byrnes ran the country while FDR ran the war.

As production of consumer goods stopped, factories converted
to war production. The Ford Motor Company built a huge new fac-
tory to make B-24 Liberator bombers using the same assembly-line
techniques used to manufacture cars. Henry J. Kaiser introduced
mass production techniques into shipbuilding and cut the time
needed to build one type of ship from 200 days to 40 days. The
vessels that made Kaiser famous were called Liberty ships. They
were large, sturdy merchant ships that carried supplies or troops.

To motivate businesses and guarantee profits, the government
established the “cost-plus” system for military contracts. The mili-
tary paid development and production costs and added a percent-
age of costs as profit for the manufacturer. Pride and patriotism
also motivated business executives. As in World War I, thousands
went to Washington, D.C., to work in the new federal agencies
that coordinated war production. They received a token “dollar-
a-year” salary from the government while still remaining on their
own companies’ payrolls.

Each year of the war, the United States raised its production goals
for military materials, and each year it met these goals. In 1944, American pro-
duction levels doubled those of all the Axis nations put together. By the middle
of 1945, the nation had produced approximately 300,000 airplanes; 80,000
landing craft; 100,000 tanks and armored cars; 5,600 merchant ships (including

about 2,600 Liberty ships); 6 million rifles, carbines, and machine guns; and 41
billion rounds of ammunition. ‘

VIEWING HISTORY Henry J.
Kaiser’s Liberty ship Robert E.
Peary (above) was built in a
matter of days. A button (right)
shows the spirit of workers build-
ing airplanes for the war effort.
Drawing Conclusions Why was
military production so important
to winning the war?

The Wartime Work Force War production benefited workers, too, ending
the massive unemployment of the 1930s. As the graphs on the next page show,
unemployment virtually vanished during the war. Not only did people find
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goods. It quickly halted the production of hundreds of civilian consumer goods

As the war went on, the government established dozens of additiona
agencies to deal with war production, labor questions, and scarce resources. In
May 1943, the President appointed James F. Byrnes, a longtime
member of Congress and a close presidential advisor, to head the

agency in the centralization of resources. Working from a makeshift
office in the White House, Byrnes had such broad authority that he
was often called the “assistant president.” Some people said that

they also earned more
y for their work. Average
ly wages in manufacturing,
ted for inflation, rose Dby
¢ than 50 percent between
0 and 1945. Under pressure
roduce high-quality goods in
1ry, the American labor force
vered. A journalist wrote of a
ir production factory: “Not a
y passes but you’ll hear some-
*dy say to a worker who seems
be slowing down, ‘There’s a
4ar on, you know!””

With more people working,
inion membership rose. From 1940 to 1941, the number of workers belong-
Aﬁg to unions increased by 1.5 million. Union membership continued to rise
sharply once the United States entered the war, increasing from 10.5 million in
1941 to 14.8 million in 1945. )

“Two weeks after the attack on Pearl Harbor, labor and business representa-
ives agreed to refrain from strikes and “lockouts.” A lockout is a tactic in
which an employer keeps employees out of the workplace to avoid meeting
heir demands. As the cost of living rose during the war, however, unions found

_the no-strike agreement hard to honor. The number of strikes rose sharply in
1943 and continued to rise in the last two years of the war.

The most serious strikes occurred in the coal industry. John L. Lewis, head
of the United Mine Workers union, called strikes on four occasions in 1943.
Lewis and the miners had watched industry profits and the cost of living soar
while their wages stayed the same. Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes
finally negotiated an agreement with Lewis. Meanwhile, Congress passed the
Smith-Connally Act in June 1943, limiting future strike activity.

Financing the War The United States government vowed to spend
whatever was necessary to sustain the war effort. Federal spending increased
from $8.9 billion a year in 1939 to $95.2 billion in 1945. The Gross National
Product (GNP) more than doubled. Overall, between 1941 and 1945, the fed-
eral government spent about $321 billion—ten times as much as it had spent in
World War 1.

Higher taxes paid for about 41 percent of the cost of the war. The govern-
ment -borrowed the rest of the money from banks, private investors, and the
public. The Treasury Department launched bond drives to encourage
Americans to buy war bonds to help finance the war. Total war bond sales
brought in about $186 billion.

During the Depression, British economist John Maynard Keynes had
argued in favor of deficit spending to get the economy moving. While spend-
ing did increase during the 1930s, the government failed to generate large
deficits until World War I1. The country could not afford to pay all the costs
of war, so deficits provided a way to postpone some payments until after the
war. High levels of deficit spending helped the United States field a well-
equipped army and navy, bring prosperity to workers, and pull the United States
out of the Depression. It also boosted the national debt from $43 billion in
1940 to $259 billion in 1945.

INTERPRETING CHARTYS Ten
years of high unemployment came
to an end as workers joined the
military or found jobs in defense
industries. Analyzing Information
In what year did the number of
people in the armed forces
increase by 5 million?

CK
How did the government pay
for the war effort?
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Black Markets Despit: rationing
'and shortages people could buy r

taking resourceséwayf from war pro-
duction and upsetting Americans who
,played by the rules and stuck to their
rations. Because it depended on thou:
sands of personal relat!onsh!ps and
small trades the black market was

impossible to defeat

VIEWING HISTORY Shop-
pers needed ration points (right) as
well as cash to buy rationed goods.
Drawing Inferences Why did Ameti-
cans support rationing?

i

Daily Life on the Home Front

The war affected the dally lives of most Americans. Nearly everyone
had a relative or a friend in the military, and people closely followed
war news on the radio. During the war, nearly 30 million people
moved, including soldiers, families of soldiers, and civilians relocating
to take jobs in military production. The end of the Depression helped
lift Americans’ spirits. One measure of people’s optimism was an
increase in the birthrate. The population grew by 7.5 million between
1940 and 1945, nearly double the rate of growth for the 1930s.

Shortages and Controis Wartime jobs gave many people their
first extra cash since the Depression. Still; shortages and rationing
limited the goods that people could buy. Familiar consumer items
were simply unavailable “for the duration.” Metal to make zippers
or typewriters went instead into guns, and rubber went to make
tires for army trucks instead of for bicycles. Nylon stockings, intro-
duced in 1939, vanished from shops because the nylon was needed
for parachutes.

The supply of food also fell short of demand. The government
needed great amounts of food for the military. In addition, the closing
of shipping lanes and enemy occupation of foreign countries cut off
some of America’s supplies of sugar, tropical fruits, and coffee.

Worried that shortages would cause price increases, the government used
tough measures to head off inflation. In April 1941, the Office of Price
Administration (OPA) was established by an executive order. The OPA’s job
was to control inflation by limiting prices and rents. Such controls some-
times backfired, however. For example, companies would cut back on the
production of goods whose prices did not allow for a substantial profit. Such
cutbacks could cause the very shortages they were supposed to prevent. Also,
people found ways of getting around the limits. Still, the OPA accomplished
its main task, keeping inflation under control. The cost of living rose, but

not nearly as much as it had in World War 1.

The OPA also oversaw rationing during the war. The goal of
rationing was a fair distribution of scarce items. Beginning in 1943, the
OPA assigned point values to items such as sugar, coffee, meat, butter,
canned fruit, and shoes. It issued ration books of coupons worth a certain
number of points for categories of food or clothing. Once consumers had
used up their points, they could not buy any more of those items until
they received new ration books or traded coupons with neighbors. Gaso-

line for cars was strictly rationed, too, on the basis of need. Signs
asked, “Is this trip necessary?” Customers found some shortages
and ration rules confusing, but any complaint could be answered

with the question, “Don’t you know there’s a war on?”

Popular Culture With so many goods unavailable,
Americans looked for other ways to spend their money.
Civilians bought and read more books and magazines. They
purchased recordings of popular songs, such as “White

" Christmas” by Irving Berlin, a sentimental favorite of both sol-
diers and civilians. They flocked to baseball games, even though

most of their favorite players had gone off to war. Millions of Americans—about

60 percent of the population—also went to the movies every week.
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'ﬁklisting Public Support The govern-

ent understood .the need to maintain
orale. It encouraged citizens to participate
the war effort while persuading them to
accept rationing and conserve precious
resources. Roosevelt established the Office of
War Information in June 1942 to work with
agazine publishers, advertising agencies, and

radio stations. It hired writers and artists to
create posters and ads that stirred Americans’

atriotic feelings.
One popular idea was the victory
garden, a home vegetable garden planted to

add to the home food supply and replace

farm produce sent to feed the soldiers. Soon

people in cities and suburbs were planting

tomatoes, peas, and radishes in backyards, empty parking lots, and play-
grounds. By 1943, victory gardens produced about one third of the country’s

fresh vegetables.

The war became a part of everyday life in many ways. People drew their
shades for nighttime “blackouts,” which tested their readiness for possible
bombing raids. Men too old for the afmy joined the Civilian Defense effort,
wearing their CD armbands as they tested air raid sirens. Women knit scarves
and socks or rolled bandages for the Red Cross. :

The government encouraged efforts to recycle scrap metal, paper, and

other materials for war production. In one drive, people collected tin cans,

lpots and pans, razor blades, old shovels, and even old lipstick tubes. The col-
lection drives kept adults and children actively involved in the war effort. “Play
your part.” “Conserve and collect.” “Use it up, wear it out, make it do or do

‘without.” These slogans echoed throughout the United States and reminded

people on the home front of their important contributions to the war effort.

 CRITICAL THINKING
%ﬁ% WRITING
5 ﬁﬂaking Comparisons (a)’ How
were Afncan Americans in the mili-
tary treated differently from whlte
soldiers? (b) How were women in

;ee%eeeeeee@?é '

D scnbe three ways that mdw:dual -
A ericans contributed to the war

~ the mil tary treated differently from

men? (..) Why do you think the mi

tary msusted on these dlfferences -

cat the start of the war?

6. Writing to Qescnbe Write a para-

graph detanmg daily life from the
' ‘point"of view of an Ametican in the
,early 1940s. Include the effects of
the mobilization for war.

Victory gardens gave people a
chance to help the war effort and
to add fresh vegetables to their
food rations.

Activity: Analyzing Primary
Sources Select a primary source
from the American home front
during World War II'(for example,
a letter, a poster or an oral his-
tory). Describe the source you
selected in a brief report. What
did the source reveal about the
home front? Use the links pro-
vided in the America: Pathways to
the Present area at the following
Web site for help in completing
this activity.

www.phscheol.com
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mericans Join the Struggle

he United States entered the war in December 1941, at a critical time for
¢ Allies. London and other major British cities had suffered heavy damage
uring the Battle of Britain. The Germans’ blitzkrieg had extended Nazi con-
ol across most of Europe. In North Africa, a mixed German and Italian
rmy was bearing down on British forces. Many people feared that Germany
ould not be stopped. )

he Battle of the Atlantic At sca, Britain and the United States desper-
. tely struggled to control the Atlantic trade routes vital to British survival.
Events , ritain relied on shipments of food and supplies from the United States and
Western Europe * Allied navies battle Germany. = om its territories overseas. As allied merchant ships crossed the Atlantic,
for control of the Atlantic Ocean, . erman U-boats, or submarines, sailed out from ports in France to attack Postars warnied people not to dis.
hem. To protect themselves better, Allied ships formed convoys led by cuss what they knew about military
Eastern Europe American and British warships. The Germans countered with groups of as movements for fear of espionage.
North Africa and Italy hany as 20 U-boats, called wolf packs, that carried out coordinated night-
' - ” ime attacks on the convoys.

After the United States entered the war, U-boats began attacking mer-
hant ships within sight of the American coast. Although Allied warships used
nderwater sound equipment called sonar to locate and attack U-boats, the AP SKILLS After stébbing the
olf packs experienced great success. In the Atlantic, they sank nearly 175 German offensive. the Allies were
hips in June 1942 alone. Allied convoys later developed better defensive able to reconquer Europe from the

trategies, including the use of long-range sub-hunting aircraft, and the U-boat south, east, and west. Place Which
regions saw fighting in 1943?

ctory in Euroj ,,the?A'll‘ieé.wage’d,,wa’r,
ean, North Africa, the Soviet Union, and West
between 1941 and 1945, |

Setting the Scene In August 1941, unknown to the rest of the
world, two warships quietly lay at anchor off the coast of Newfoundland..
Aboard were Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. Both men believed that the United States would soon join Great
Britain militarily as an ally in war. The two leaders met in secret to discuss the s Powers
war’s aims and to agree on a set of principles to guide them in the years | =1 Aveas under Axis
ahead. After several days of talks, they issued a joint declaration of those prin- control, 1942
" Allies and areas under

ciples, which included the following: Allied control, 1942 / - 6. Dec. 1944-Jan. 1945 |7
attle of the Bulge oviet capture
of Berli

| Neutral nations
66 First, their countries seek no aggrandizement , s Allied advances AND | ,
[enlargement], territorial or other. 2% Major battle . Batie o Stalgra
Second, they desire to see no territorial changes Apﬁiw?g borders ' ' begins
that do not accord with the freely expressed wishes
of the peoples concerned.
Third, they respect the right of all peoples to
choose the form of government under which they , Ary, Bl 619
will live; . . . ' / -
Sixth, after the final destruction of the Nazi
tyranny, they hope to see established a peace
which will afford to all nations the means of
dwelling in safety within their own boundaries, . . .
Eighth, they believe that all of the nations of the
world . . . must come to the abandonment of the
use of force. . . .97 ‘

—Franklin D. Roosevelt and Winston S. Churchill, , : i
Churchill and Roosevelt met August 14, 1941 ' : ISIA i col '
secretly to negotiate the Atlantic - 3. Nov: 1942 { M &’ggﬁ,? Q;?.,E g o é;-,t'é‘évg;t‘.{’lﬁamein

Charti:.r”while; tr;e United States The declaration of principles became known as the Atlantic Charter. After fied landings
was still neutral. . . . .
the war, this charter would form the basis for the United Nations.

i
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; é The North Africa Campaign Starting in August 1940, a British a
had successfully battled Italian troops in the Egyptian and Libyan deser
of North Africa. Then, in February 1941, Hitler sent General Erw
Rommel and a German division to reinforce the Italians. Rommel, w
carned the nickname “Desert Fox™ for his shrewd tactics, won sevey
battles. The Germans pushed deep into British-controlled Egypt ar
threatened the Middle East. Rommel’s offensive failed, however,
November 1942, when the British under General Bernard Montgome
won a decisive victory at El Alamein. The German army retreated wes
A few days later, Allied troops landed in the French territories
Morocco and Algeria on the northwest coast of North Africa. This Iargély
American force, under the command of American General Dwight
Eisenhower, quickly pushed eastward. Meanwhile, British troops chas
Rommel westward from Egypt. In response, Hitler sent some 20,000
combat troops across the Mediterrancan Sea from Italy to reinfor
Rommels army in Tunisia. There, in February 1943, the inexperienced
General Dwight D. Eisenhower (left) Americans suffered a major defeat of the war while trying to defend the Kasserin
::scs)pnsair:eEdufc?;;ni]:sz; (fglig. Pass. They learned from their defeat, however, and by early May 1943, the Aﬂied
) armies had the Axis forces in North Africa trapped. Despite Hitler’s instructions

to fight to the death, about 240,000 Germans and Italians surrendered. '
Churchill and Roosevelt met again in January 1943 at Casablanca, Morocco.

At this Casablanca Conference, they mapped out their strategy for the rest of the
war. They decided to maintain the approach of dealing with Europe first. They
would continue to concentrate Allied resources on Europe before trying to win
the war in the Pacific. Churchill and Roosevelt also agreed to accept nothing less
than the unconditional surrender of Italy, Germany, and Japan.

the Italian' mainland in jeopardy, Italians lost faith in Mussolini®
hip. An official Fascist council voted to remove him from office
King Victor Emmanuel III had him arrested. The Fascist Party wa:
ptly disbanded, but the Germans freed Mussolini and evacuated hir
sethern Ttaly. '
n September 1943, as Allied troops threatened to overrun the soutt
ake Rome, Italy’s new government surrendered. On October 13, ths
rnment declared war on Germany. The German army in Italy, how-
continued to resist, blocking roads and destroying bridges as i
reated- northward through the mountainous Italian peninsula.- Ths
rmans set up Mussolini as the puppet ruler of a fascist Italian state ir
thern Italy.
By November, the Allied advance had stalled in the face of a stiff-
d German defense. The town of Cassino, the key to the German
ensive line, stood between the Allies and Rome. In January 1944
Allies -made a -surprise move. They landed Allied soldiers behind
erman lines on the beach at Anzio, just 35 miles south of Rome
owever, the American commander took too long to organize his
yrees. A German force blocked off the beach in time to trap the Allied
oops. For the next four months, the Germans fiercely attacked the
apped soldiers. Before the Americans finally broke through
erman defenses in May 1944, tens of thousands of Allied soldiers
ad: been killed or wounded.

Meanwhile, the Allies attacked Cassino-and succeeded in breaking
rough the German line. Joining with the forces from Anzio, the
ied army quickly captured Rome. They faced more months of
cavy fighting, however, before the Germans in northern Italy finally
surrendered in April 1945. That same month, Mussolini was shot and
killed by Italians as he tried to flee across the northern Ttalian border.

The Invasion of ltaly Control of North Africa freed the Allies to make the
next move toward retaking Europe. They decided to target Ttaly, which lay to the
north, across the Mediterranean. In July 1943, the U.S. Seventh Army, under
General George S. Patton, invaded the large island of Sicily with British forces.

As the Allies battled their way across North Africa and into Italy, an epic strug-
gle unfolded in eastern Europe. In Mein Kampf, Hitler had called for the con-
quest of the Soviet Union, to give the German people “living space.” Hitler
believed that Germany had to be self-sufficient, which meant that it needed its
own sources of oil and food. By 1941, Hitler had taken control of huge oil-
fields in Romania. Now he planned to seize the farmlands of the Ukraine. After
losing the Battle of Britain, Hitler decided to turn his war machine to the east.
He broke his pact with Stalin and launched an attack against the Soviet Union.

VIEWING HISTORY The
ancient monastery at Monte
Cassino was destroyed in the
battle to break through German
defenses in ltaly. Expressing
Problems Clearly Describe the
obstacles Allied troops faced
in Italy.

The Germans Advance, 1941-1942 The attack began in the early
- morning hours of June 22, 1941. Nearly 3.6 million German and other Axis
troops poured across the length of the Soviet border, from Finland in the
_north to Romania in the south. Nearly 3 million Red Army soldiers, poorly
_ trained and badly equipped, mobilized to oppose the blizzkrieg.

The intensity and the brutality of ‘the German attack took the Soviet
_ defenders by surprise. The Luftwaffe quickly gained control of the air, and
- German ground troops drove deep into Soviet territory. Germany captured
hundreds of thousands of Soviet soldiers who were trapped by the German
army’s quick advances. Soviet citizens who suffered badly under Stalin, includ-
ing Ukrainians and Lithuanians, welcomed the Germans as liberators. Their
enthusiasm ended quickly as German troops introduced forced labor and began
executing civilians.
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How successful Was the
invasion of the Soviet Union in
its first few months?
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Ten days after the invasion began, Stalin broadcast
message to his people: “In case of a forced retreat of th
Red Army,” he said, “all rolling stock [trains] must
evacuated; to the enemy must not be left a smgl
engine, a single railway car, not a single pound of graj

or gallon of fuel.” Now, as the army began to retreat,
carried out this policy, destroying everything that migh

| be useful to the enemy. In the meantime, Stalin aske,
nts in German Roosevelt for help through the Lend-Lease program
,,Hur/red at the , American aid began to flow and lasted until the end 0
By that autumn, German armies had advanced sev k

eral hundred miles into the Soviet Union. Germa
troops threatened the capital, Moscow, and nearly sug
rounded the historic city of Leningrad, now known a:
St. Petersburg. Stalin desperately urged his allies to
launch an attack on Western Europe. This action would

take pressure off the Soviet Union’s Red Army by forc-
ing Hitler to fight on two fronts at once. Churchill did

not feel ready to commit to a risky invasion. Later; a'
Casablanca, he would persuade Roosevelt instead ¢
invade Italy, which he called the “soft underbelly” o

January 31, 1943, more than 90,000 surviving Germans sur
red. In all, Germany lost some 330,000 troops at Stalingrad. So
sses are unknown, but estimates range as high as 1,100,000.

The Battle of Stalingrad preved to be the turning point of the war
east. Germany’s seemingly unstoppable offensive was over. After
eir victory, Soviet forces began a long struggle to regain the terri-
ry lost to the Germans. As the Red Army slowly forced the
erman invaders back, Stalin continued to push for the long-promised
wviet invasion of Western Europe.

y be successful, a major invasion of Western Europe by land forces
eded the support of air power. By 1943, Allied pilots had gained
enty of battle experience. Aside from fighting off German attacks,
itain’s Royal Air Force (RAF) had carried out long-range bombing
rmany, as well as Germany’s oil facilities in Romania.
_ As you read earlier, German warplanes started to target cities dur
¢ Battle of Britain and British warplanes followed suit. After aband
g attempts to pinpoint targets, the RAF developed a technique ca
rpet bombing, in which planes scattered large numbers of bons
over a wide area. German cities suffered heavy damage as a result.
Allied bombing of Germany intensified after the United St
rbm . ; ~ Europe. The Soviet people would have to confront the tered the war. In a typical American raid, hundreds of B-17 Ely
] rby buudmg \ ~ bulk of the German army on their own. :ta i
, Germ government ncomfortable wit ’ {‘ rtresses took off from Britain, escorted by fighters. They rained bor
’ ' ose The Battle of Stalingrad The cold Russian winter German aircraft factories, railway lines, ball-bearing plants, bridges, and
stopped Germany’s advance in October, and the Soviets ies. With these massive raids, the Allies aimed to destroy Germany’s ability to
regained some of their lost territory. The next summ fight the war.
brought a new German offensive aimed at oil fields to t _In the spring of 1943, the Allies stepped up their bombing campaign yet
southeast. The Red Army decided to make its stand at gain in preparation for an eventual Allied invasion. Like British civilians during
Stalingrad, a major rail and industrial center on the Vol the Blitz, Germans came to spend nights in undcrground air raid shelters while
River. In mid-September 1942, the Germans began nemy planes flew above. On the night of July 28, 1943, firebombing turned
campaign of firebombing and shelling that lasted mo ;'Vamburg into one huge blaze. A survivor recalled that “a storm started, a shrill
than two months. Soviet fighters took up positions in th howling in the street. It grew into a hurricane so that we had to abandon all
charred rubble that remained of Stalingrad. There the hope of fighting the fire.” The Hamburg fire department coined the term
engaged the advancing German troops in bitter house-to “firestorm” to describe this combination of flames driven by fierce heat-generated
house combat, but lost most of the city. winds. More than 40,000 civilians died in four attacks on Hamburg.
In mid-November, taking advantage of harsh winte By 1944, British and American commanders were conducting coordinated
weather, Soviet forces launched a fierce counterattack. As r raids—American planes bombing by day and RAF planes bombing by night.
Hitler had ruled out a retreat, the German army was so’d At its height, some 3,000 planes took part in this campaign.
surrounded in the ruined city with few supplies and n :

ch"@ ';d the istory of the Relchstagbuilding ~ hope of escape. In late January, the Red Army launche The Invasion of Western Europe
pafa & the h;st . o

final assault on the freezing enemy. A German soldier late Stalin was not the only leader calling for an invasion of Western Europe.
described the experience: George Marshall, the top American general and FDR’s Chief of Staff, voiced
the same opinion. At every Allied strategy conference after the United States
66 Completely cut off, the men in field grey just slouched on, invariably ntered the war, he pushed for an attack on the German forces occupying
filthy and invariably louse-ridden, their weary shoulders sagging, from Brance. In late 1943, the British finally agreed to go along with Marshall’s pro-
one defence position to another. The icy winds of those great white osal. The invasion, code-named Operation Overlord, would be launched from
wastes which stretched for ever beyond us to the east lashed a mil- areat Britain. Marshall chose General Eisenhower to be the supreme com-

lion crystals of razor-like snow into their unshaven faces, skin now mander of the invasion forces.
loose-stretched over bone, so utter was the exhaustion, so utter = ~The Allies began a massive military buildup in southern England. Polish,
the starvation. %9 Jutch, Belgian, and French troops joined the American, British, and Canadian
—A German infantryman at Stalingrad, December 1942 orces already in place. In response, the Germans strengthened their defenses
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MAP SKILLS Allied troops
began the liberation of Western
Europe on the beaches of
Normandy on June 6, 1944.
Movement Cite evidence to show
that the Allies carefully ptanned
most aspects of the invasion.

§0und§ of an Era

Listen to a live description of
the D-Day invasion and other
sounds from World War .

] Area held by Allies by

: St Cl | =5 Allied forces
21st Army Group LIIELIS ranne Planned airborne dro,
Montgomery = [ =k @ and landing zones i

~~Allied objective by june

U.S. 1st Army : ; itish 2nd Army
Bradley Dempsey

4423008

along the French coastline, adding machine-gun nests, barbed-wi
fences, land and water mines, and underwater obstructions. They kne
an invasion was coming, but they did not know where or when. Tl
Allies took great pains to keep this information secret. '

D-Day Shortly after midnight on June 6, 1944, some 4,600 invasion craft and
warships slipped out of their harbors in southern England. As the ships crosse
the English Channel, about 1,000 RAF bombers pounded German defenses
Normandy. Meanwhile, some 23,000 airborne British and American soldiers, ;
a daring nighttime maneuver, parachuted behind enemy lines.

At dawn on D-Day, the day the invasion of Western Europe began, Allied w:
ships in the channel began a massive shelling of the coast. Some 1,000 Americ
planes continued the RAF’s air bombardment. Then, around 150,000 Allie
troops and their equipment began to come ashore along 60 miles of th
Normandy coast in the largest landing by sea in history.

Despite the advice of his generals to launch a quick counterattack, Hitl

hesitated. Thanks to a complex Allied deception, he feared a second, larger

invasion at the narrowest part of the English Channel near Calais. Nevertheles

the limited German force at Normandy resisted fiercely. At Omaha Beach, the
code name for one landing site, the Allies suffered some 2,000 casualties. One

Allied soldier later explained his experience of landing at Omaha Beach:

66 |t seemed like the whole world exploded. There was gunfire from bat-
tleships, destroyers, and cruisers. The bombers were still hitting the
beaches. . . . As we went in, we could see small craft from the 116th
Infantry that had gone in ahead, sunk. There were bodies bobbing in
the water, even out three or four miles.9?

—Lieutenant Robert Edlin

In spite of the heavy casualties of D-Day, within a week a half million me
had come ashore. By late July, the Allied force in France numbered som
2 million troops.

Liberating France Air power helped the Allies establish a beachhead at
Normandy and also held off German reinforcements by blowing up bridges

throughout the region. Allied troops engaged in intense fighting on the groun

In early August, General Patton used a blitzkrieg to open a hole in the German
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_and burst out of Normandy. Armored units of his U.S. Third Army
¢ deep into enemy territory and then encircled and destroyed the
osing forces. After breaking German defenses, Patton led his army
successful sweep across northern France.

In Paris, an uprising startéd by the French Resistance freed the
from German control. On August 25, 1944, a French division of
U.S. First Army officially liberated Paris. That same day, General
tles de Gaulle arrived in the city, prepared to trake charge of the
ch government.

British and Canadian forces freed Brussels and Antwerp in Belgium
w days later. In mid-September, a combined Allied force attacked
Germans occupying the Netherlands. At about the same time,
rican soldiers crossed the western border of Germany.

e Battle of the Bulge The Nazis fought desperately to defend
eir conquests. To the north, the Allied attack on the Netherlands fal:
d at the Rhine River. Meanwhile, Hitler reinforced the army with
usands of additional draftees, some as young as 15. Then, in mid-
cember 1944, Germany launched a counterattack in Belgium and
xembourg. The German attack smashed into the U.S. First Army
d pushed it back, forming a bulge in the Allied line. The resulting
sh came to be known as the Battle of the Bulge.
Many small units, cut off from the rest of the American army,
ught gallantly against overwhelming odds. From his headquarters
ar’ Paris, Eisenhower ordered more troops to the scene. General
atton rapidly moved his U.S. Third Army north to help stop the

man advance. In just a few weeks, the First and Third armies,

der the overall direction of General Omar N. Bradley, knocked the
rmans back and restarted the Allied drive into Germany.
~'The Battle of the Bulge was the largest battle in Western Europe
uring World War 11, and the largest battle ever fought by the United
tates Army. It involved some 600,000 GIs, of whom about 80,000 were
ed, wounded, or captured. German losses totaled about 100,000.
After this battle, most Nazi leaders recognized that the war was lost.

he War in Europe Ends

March 1945, as Allied bombers continued to strike German cities,

American ground forces under General Bradley crossed the Rhine

River and moved toward Berlin from the west. Meanwhile, Soviet

oviet Forces Advance The struggle between German and Soviet’

orces from 1941 to 1945 dwarfed the fighting in France. At any given
me, more than 9 million soldiers were fighting on the eastern front

he costs of this struggle were horrific. Some 11 million Soviet and
million German soldiers died, accounting for more than two thirds of

¢ soldiers killed in all of World War II. Current estimates place the

otal of Soviet civilian and military deaths at about 18 million.
After the hardships their nation had endured, Soviet leaders consid-

red the capture of Berlin, Germany’s capital, a matter of honor. In late

pril 1945, Soviet troops fought their way into Berlin. As they had in

talingrad, they fought German soldiers for each ruined house and

treet in the destroyed city.

_ Allied soldiers parachute into,

“rancé during the D-Day invasion,




VIEWING HISTORY A United
States soldier (left) and a Soviet
soldier (right) share:a moment of
camaraderie after meeting at the
Efbe River in April 1945.
Recognizing Cause and Effect
How did Soviet assaults in 1945
help.end the war?

invasio

am the sigm”ﬁbancé'dfthe DDay line thatlists important events in

While some Soviet troops attacked Berli
other elements of the Red Army continued to dri
west. On April 25, at the Elbe River, they co
nected with American troops pushing cast.

Germany Surrenders As the Soviet army sy
rounded Berlin, Hitler refused to take his general
advice to flee the city. Instead, he chose to comm
suicide in his underground bunker in Berlin o
April 30, 1945. A few days later, on May 8, 194%
Germany’s remaining troops surrendered. ,

When the fighting in Europe came to an end
American soldiers rejoiced, and civilians on th
home front celebrated V-E Day (Victory in Burop
Day). They knew, however, that the war would ng
be over until the Allies had defeated Japan.

The Yalta Conference In February 1945, months before the fall of Berlin
Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met at Yalta, a city in the Soviet Union nég’
the Black Sea. Building on discussions at Teheran, in Iran, at the end of 1943
they gathered to plan the final defeat of Germany and to decide the shape o
the postwar world. The leaders agreed to split Germany into four zones, eaic;
under the control of one of the major Allies, including France. They plannec
a similar division of the city of Berlin, which would lie deep inside the Sovie
zone. Stalin promised to allow elections in the nations of Eastern Europe tha
his army had liberated from the Germans. He also promised to enter the wa
against Japan within three months of Germany’s surrender. k
Stalin did not fulfill his promises at Yalta. He refused, for example, to honor
his pledge of free elections in Eastern Europe. Critics of Yalta accused Roosev
and Churchill of not doing enough to prevent Soviet domination of half
Europe. The issue of Eastern Europe would be at the heart of the conflict that
later arose between the Soviet Union and the Western Allies. '

_AND WRITING

Activity: Virtual Field Trip D-Da
is one of the most memorable
events of World War II, Take a
virtual field trip examining diffel
ent aspects of the Normandy
invasion. Then, write a summar
of your field trip. Use the links
provided in the America: Path-
ways to the Present area of the
following Web site for heip in
completing this activity.
www.phschool.com

 points fqr,Gérmarjy’durkingthe war,
7. Writing a Time Line Create a time

 thewar in Europe and in North .
_ Africa between 1941 and 1945,

Americans at War

Germany's policies toward
s develop from murder into
o =

World War II, the Natzis carried out a
| plan that resulted in the deaths of
Jews and millions of other victims.

eﬁting the Scene Jewsin Europe faced persecution for their
ligious beliefs for centuries. In the mid-1800s, a new form of anti-
wish prejudice arose based on racial theories. Some thinkers claimed that
ermanic peoples whom they called “Aryans” were superior to Middle
astern peoples called Semites. Semitic peoples included Arabs and Jews,
ut the term often applied only to Jews.

Although most scholars rejected those theories, others used them to
Stify the continued persecution of “non-Aryans.” By the 1880s, the
rm anti-Semitism was used to describe discrimination or hostility,
ten violent, directed at Jews. Despite the rise of anti-Semitism, most

opean countries repealed old anti-Jewish laws between the mid-
00s and World War 1.

The suffering caused by World War I and the hardships of the Great
pression led many to look for someone to blame for their problems.
sing old theories of anti-Semitism to pin blame on the Jews helped
ny Germans to regain national pride and a sense of purpose. In Mein
ampf, Adolf Hitler revived the idea of Aryan superiority and expressed

specially hateful view of Jews. In particular, he despised the mixing
thé two “races”:

66 [ et the desolation which Jewish hybridization daily visits on our nation
be clearly seen, this blood-poisoning that can be removed from our
body national only after centuries or nevermore; let it be pondered, fur-
ther, how racial decay drags down, indeed often annuls, the final Aryan
values of our German nation. . . .99

—Adolf Hitler, from Mein Kampf, 1925

ersecution in Germany

1en Hitler became Germany’s leader in 1933, he made anti-Semitism the offi-
! policy of the nation. No other persecution of Jews in modern history equals
extent and brutality of the Holocaust, Nazi Germany’s systematic murder
uropean Jews. In all, some six million Jews, about two thirds of Europe’s

Persecution '
of Jews

Building upon historic’ anti-Semitism,
the Nazis planned to exclude Jews
from all areas of -German life. A-sign
turns away shoppers from a Jewish-
owned store during the April 1,
1933, boycott.
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h?\f/vas e goal of Nazi
persecution of Jews in the
mid-1930s7?

VIEWING HISTORY At bottom,
a Jewish shopkeeper sweeps up
shop windows left shattered by
Kristallnacht. Below, the “J” stamp
on this girl's identification paper
identifies her as Jewish.
Synthesizing Information /n what
other ways did the Nazis organize
the persecution of the Jews?
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Jewish population, would lose their lives. Some 5 to 6 million other people wo

L . . British-ruled Palestine. Few countries, however, welcomed Jewish refugees
also die in Nazi captivity.

ong as the Depression prevented their own citizens from finding work.
Responding to criticism, President Roosevelt called for an international
ference to discuss the growing numbers of Jewish refugees. The Evian
ference, held in France in July 1938, failed to deal with the situation. With
exception of the Dominican Republic, each of the 32 nations represented,
uding the United States, refused to open its doors to more immigrants.

rom Murder to Genocide

German armies overran most of Europe, more and more Jews, including
any who had fled Germany, came under their control. In 1939, for example,
- invasion of Poland brought some 2 million additional Jews under German
trol. Nazi plans for dealing with these Jews included the establishment of
ttos, self-contained areas, usually surrounded by a fence, wall, or armed
rds, where Jews were forced to live. In Warsaw, the Nazis rounded up more

Nazi Policies Early Nazi persecution aimed to exclude Germany’s Jews
all aspects of the country’s political, social, and economic life. On April 1, 19
the Nazis ordered a one-day boycott of businesses owned by Jews. In 1935,
Nuremberg laws stripped Jews of their German citizenship, and outlawed m
riage between Jews and non-Jews. Nazi-controlled newspapers and radio ¢
stantly attacked and caricatured Jews as enemies of Germany.

In 1938, the Nazis enacted new policies to make life even more difficult f
the Jewish people. Most Jews had already lost their jobs. The Nazis now force
Jews to surrender their own businesses to Aryans for a fraction of their valu
Jewish doctors and lawyers were forbidden to serve non- Jews, and Jewish
dents were expelled from public schools.

A Jew was defined as any person who had three or four Jewish grandparent
regardless of his or her current religion, as well as any person who had twi
Jewish grandparents and practiced the Jewish religion. At the request
Switzerland, the destination of many refugees, the Nazis marked Jews’ identi
cards with a red letter “J.” The Nazis also gave Jews new middle names
“Sarah” for women and “Isracl” for men—which appeared on all document,
Eventually, Jews in Germany and German-occupied countries were forced to se
yellow stars marked “Jew” on their clothing. These practices exposed Jews ¢
public attacks and police harassment.

b

an 400,000 Jews, about 30 percent of the Polish capital’s population, and
nfined them in an area that was less than 3 percent of the entire city. They
aled off the Warsaw ghetto with a wall topped with barbed wire and
arded by Germans. Jews received little food, and hunger, overcrowding, and
ack of sanitation brought on disease. Each month, thousands of Jews died in
¢ ghetto. The Nazis, however, sought more efficient ways of killing Jews.

e Einsatzgruppen During the invasion of the Soviet Union, Hitler
dered Einsatzgruppen, or mobile killing squads, to shoot Communist politi-
leaders as well as all Jews in German-occupied territory. Typically, they
inded up their victims, drove them to gullies or freshly dug pits, and shot
em. In a ravine called Babi Yar outside Kiev, the Nazis killed more than
3,000 Jews in two days.

_ Although Hitler considered mass murder by firing squad acceptable in a war
one; he found the method unsuitable for the conquered nations of western and
ntral Europe. In  January 1942, Nazi officials met at the Wannsee
nference outside Berlin to agree on a new approach. They developed a plan
achieve what one Nazi leader called the “final solution to the Jewish ques-
n.” Ultimately, the plan would lead to the construction of special
amps in Poland where genocide, or the deliberate destruction of an
ntire ethnic or cultural group, was to be carried out against Europe’s
ish population.

Hitler's Police When Hitler first came to power, the Gestap
Germany’s new secret state police, was formed to identify and pursue enc
mics of the Nazi regime. Hitler also formed the SS, or Schutzstaffel, an elif
guard that developed into the private army of the Nazi party. By 1939, th
Gestapo had become part of the SS.
The duties of the SS included guarding the concentration camps

or places where political prisoners are confined, usually under hars
conditions. In addition to Communists, the Nazi camps soon hel
many other classes of people whom they considered “undesirable’
mainly Jews, but also homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Gypsies, an.
the homeless.

Kristallnacht Despite the ever-increasing restrictions on their lives, man
Jews believed they could endure persecution until Hitler lost power. Olde
people believed staying in Germany was safer than starting a new life wit
no money in a foreign country. Their illusions were destroyed on the nigh
of November 9, 1938, when Nazi thugs throughout Germany and Ausm
looted and destroyed Jewish stores, houses, and synagogues.

This incident became known as Kristallnacht, or “Night of th
Broken Glass,” a reference to the broken windows of the Jewish shops
Nearly every synagogue was destroyed. The Nazis arrested thousands o
Jews that night and shipped them off to concentration camps. TheS
actions were followed by an enormous fine to make Jews pay for the dam
age of Kristallnacht. After that night, Germany’s remaining Jews sough
any means possible to leave the country.

e Death Camps The Nazis chose poison gas as the most cffective
y to kill people. A pesticide called Zyklon B proved to be the most effi-
nt killer. In January 1942, the Nazis opened a specially designed gas
mber disguised as a shower room at the Auschwitz camp in western
and. The Nazis outfitted six such camps in Poland. Unlike concentra-
on camps, which functioned as prisons and centers of forced labor, these
cath camps existed primarily for mass murder.

Jews in Poland, the Netherlands, Germany, and other lands were
wded into train cars built for cattle and transported to these exter-
lination centers. Most of them were told they were going to “the
ast” to work. At four of the six death camps, nearly all were murdered
o0on after they arrived. On arrival at the two largest camps, Auschwitz
: Majdanek, prisoners were organized into a line and quickly
ispected. The elderly, women with children, and those who looked
00 weak to work were herded into gas chambers and killed. Jewish

Refugees Seek an Escape From 1933 through 1937, about 130,00¢
Jews, or one in four, fled Germany with Nazi encouragement. At first, m
refugees moved to neighboring European nations. As the numbers gre ‘
however, Jews began to seek protection in the United States, Latin America
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VIEWING HISTORY The Nazis
forced Jews to wear armbands or
bright yellow stars marked “Jew” in
Germany (top), in occupied lands,
including France (center), and in
the Netherlands (bottom). Jews
caught without a star were deport-
ed or killed. Predicting
Consequences Why did the stars
make life more difficult for Jews?
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MAP SKILLS The horror of the
Holocaust touched many nations
in Europe. Place Which country do
you think was most altered by the
Holocaust?

Jews in the Lodz ghetto in Poland
board a train for deportation to
the Chelmno death camp. The
Germans seized the Jews’ belong-
ings and did not tell the deportees
where they were going.

i
i &
~ ng 20t o / ened by harsh labor and starvatio

ate start, the WRB’s programs helped save some
,000 lives. With WRB funding, for example,
edish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg rescued thousands
‘Hungarian Jews by issuing them special Swedish
ssports. A WRB effort to bring Jews to the United
ates met with less success. Some 1,000 refugees were
scued and brought to an army camp in Oswego, New
rk,; but Roosevelt would not expand the program.

_ As Allied armies advanced in late 1944, the Nazis
andoned the camps outside Germany and moved
eir prisoners to camps on German soil. On the eve
liberation, thousands of Jews died on death marches
rom camp to camp as their German guards moved
em ahead of advancing armies. In 1945, American
ops were able to witness the horrors of the
Holocaust for the first time. A young soldier described

¢ conditions he discovered as he entered the barracks at Buchenwald: VIEWING HISTORY The faces
of these newly liberated prisoners
reflect the starvation and horrors
they experienced in a concentra-
tion camp in Ebensee, Austria.

prisoners carried the dead to th
crematoria, or huge ovens Whe
the bodies were burned. ,
| Those who were selected £
LATVIA . work endured almost unbearab
e conditions. The life expectancy of
Jewish prisoner at Auschwitz was
sovierunion] - few months. Men and women alik

i had their heads shaved and a regi
CZEC?A%%?JAKIA tration number tattooed on the
HUNGARY . arms. They were given one set
clothes and slept in crowde
unheated barracks on hard woode
pallets. Their daily food was usual
a cup of imitation coffee, a sm
piece of bread, and thin, foul-tastin
soup made with rotten vegetable
Diseases swept through the camps
and claimed many who were wea

B!ack Sea

i
|

€6 The odor was so bad | backed up, but | looked at a bottom bunk and
there | saw one man. He was too weak to get up; he could just barely

. !
) Mediterranedn Sea

Others died from torture or fro turn his head. . . . He looked like a skeleton; and his eyes were deep Recognizing Cause and Effoct
cruel medical experiments. At periodic “selections,” German overseers sent wea set. He didn’t utter a sound; he jUSt looked at me with those eyes and How did the liberation of the
prisoners to the gas chambers. they still haunt me today.9? camps lead to the Nuremberg

. . trials?
—Leon Bass, American soldier

The number of people killed in the labor and death camps is staggering. Al
Auschwitz, the main Nazi killing center, 12,000 victims could be gassed and ¢r:
mated in a single day. There the Nazis killed as many as 1.5 million people, some
90 percent of them Jews.

Horrified by the death camps and by Germany’s conduct during the war, the
Allies placed a number of former Nazi leaders on trial. They charged them with
rimes against peace, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. An International
Military Tribunal composed of members selected by the United States, Great
ritain, the Soviet Union, and France conducted the Nuremberg Trials in
November 1945. Of the 24 Nazi defendants, 12 received the death sentence.
More significant than the number of convictions, the trials established the impor-
ant principle that individuals must be responsible for their own actions. The tri-
unal firmly rejected the Nazis’ argument that they were only “following orders.”

Fighting Back Some Jews resisted the Nazis. In Poland, France, and els
where, Jews joined underground resistance groups. Jews in several ghettos and
camps took part in violent uprisings. In August 1943, rioting Jews damaged th
Treblinka death camp so badly that it had to be closed. However, uprisings often
came too late to save many people, and they were quickly crushed by the Germans.
Escape was the most common form of resistance. Most attempts failed, an
most of those who escaped were later caught, but a few people managed to bring
word of the death camps to the outside world. After several prisoners escape
from Treblinka, word got back to the Warsaw ghetto about the fate of near
300,000 Jews from Warsaw who had been sent there in 1942. As a result, in April
1943, the approximately 50,000 Jews still in the Warsaw ghetto rose up again:
a final deportation to Treblinka. For some 27 days, Jews armed with little mor - ,
than pistols and homemade bombs held out against mor wa,. CRITI QL ﬂ’ggﬁgﬁgﬁ
than 2,000 Germans with tanks and artillery. Although th e . ANS wgﬁ“gagg ~ ,
Germans defeated the rebellion, Warsaw’s Jews had broug 1y was H linac ', al 4 ldentlfymg Central lssues How dld | Activity: Virtual Field Trip Visit

the deportation drive to a standstill, if only for a time. vent f . : . the Naz's lmplement their plans for' | the United States Holyo.caust

Nt ; ' , ' - Memotial Museum online. Select
one of the several online exhibits
available and write an essay
describing the exhibit’s effective-
. ness. Use the links provided in
Wars w Ghetto in 1942 , the America Pathways to the
' ‘ — Present area of the following
Web site for help in completing
this activity.
www.phschool.com

Rescue and Liberation The United States governme
knew about the mass murder of Jews by the Nazis as early
November 1942. The press showed little interest in reporting
the story. Congress did not raise immigration quotas, an
even the existing quotas for Jews went unfilled.

Finally, in January 1944, over the objection of the Sta
Department, Roosevelt created the War Refugee Boar
(WRB) to try to help people threatened by the Nazis. Despi
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Japanese advances -

VIEWING HISTORY A Japan-
ese soidier patrols the ruins of
" Bataan in the Philippines. Drawing
Inferences Why was the United
States unable to defend the
_Philippines successfully?

Frerce ﬂghtmg and heavy casualtles character ed ‘
the Pacific Ocean as the Alhed forces struggled to turn back

eded. With this goal in mind, the Japanese attacked a
mber of other Allied colonies in December 1941. By
tly March 1942, they had overrun the British strong-
]ds of Hong Kong and Singapore, seized the Dutch
,St, Indies and Malaya, and invaded Burma. Japan’s
uthern offensive swept aside British, American, and
utch naval power in Southeast Asia and brought a wide
nd of colonies into the Japanese empire. Japan then
rned its attention to securing the Philippines.

The Philippines Fall Facing starvation and renewed
panese attacks, most of Bataan’s defenders surrendered
carly April 1942. About 2,000 soldiers and nurses
caped to the fortified island of Corregidor, just off the
of the peninsula, to join the fort’s defenders. American
oops on Corregidor survived another month of contin-
1 Japanese bombardment by living in the rock tunnels of
e fortress. Finally, running low on ammunition and
food more than 11,000 Americans and Filipinos surren-
dered to invading Japanese forces on May 6.

_ With the fall of the Bataan Peninsula in early April and Corregidor in May,
the Japanese captured about 76,000 Filipinos and Americans as prisoners of
war. Already weakened by disease and lack of food, these prisoners faced a gru-
cling test in the tropical heat. Their Japanese captors split them into groups of
500 to 1,000 and force-marched them some 60 miles to a railroad junction.
There, the prisoners were boarded on a train that took them to within cight
miles of an army camp and then walked the rest of the way.

During the march, many prisoners were treated brutally. They were
denied water and rest and many were beaten and tortured. At least 10,000
prisoners died during the 6- to 12-day journey. Many were executed by the
guards when they grew too weak to keep up. Their ordeal became known as
the Bataan Death March. Those who survived were sent to primitive prison
Camps, where an additional 15,000 or more died.

. The brutality of Japanese soldicrs in Bataan defied accepted international
standards of conduct toward prisoners of war. Those standards had been spelled
out in 1929 in the third Geneva Convention. “Prisoners of war,” the conven-
tion stated, “shall at all times be humanely treated and protected, particu-
larly against acts of violence. . . .”

I. Japan attacks American and British bases
across the Western Pacific.
A. American troops at Bataan and
Corregidor surrender.
B. POWs are forced on Bataan Death March.
C. Allies defend India and extend aid to China.
D. Battie of the Coral Sea ends threat to Austr;

Setting the Scene The bombing of Pearl Harbor was only th
first of several sudden attacks across the Pacific. Japanese forces attacke

American bases on Wake Island on December 8 and on Guam o
December 10. Just hours after striking Pearl Harbor, Japanese warplan
bombed Clark Field, the main American air base in the Philippine
Although news of Pearl Harbor had reached Douglas MacArthur, t

commanding general, the Americans at Clark Field failed to prepare f
an attack. The Japanese destroyed about half of MacArthur’s airplane
which were lined up in rows on the ground.

Within days, a large Japanese force landed on the main Philippit
island of Luzon. MacArthur withdrew most of his troops southward |
the Bataan Peninsula. There he set up defenses, hoping the navy wou
be able to evacuate his army to safety.

American and Filipino troops held out on the Bataan Peninsula und
Japanese fire for several months as hopes of rescue dimmed. Realizit
that the situation was hopeless, President Roosevelt ordered MacArth
to escape to Australia. In March 1942, the general reluctantly boarded
torpedo boat and set off through Japanese-controlled waters to the safe
of the southern Philippines. There, he boarded an airplane for Australt

When he landed, MacArthur made a promise to the people of the Philippines
to his army: “I shall return.”

The Japanese Advance, 1941-1942

Defending China and Burma China joined the Allies on December 9,
1941, by officially declaring war on Germany, Italy, and its longtime foe,
Japan. The United States had already sent military advisors and Lend-
Lease arms and equipment to China. They hoped to strengthen China
and thus divert Japan from the drive to conquer Southeast Asia.

Shortly after the war began, China’s Nationalist leader Jiang Jieshi
asked an American general, Joseph Stilwell, to serve as his chief of staff.
Stilwell led the Chinese armies defending Burma, an important link
between the Allies and Jiang’s base in southwestern China. Despite the
support of volunteer American aviators called the “Flying Tigers,”

The Japanese struck Pearl Harbor and Clark Field to try to gain military contr
of the Western Pacific. By shattering American forces everywhere in the regio
they hoped that the United States would withdraw, leaving them ecasy access
the natural resources of Southeast Asia. Oil from the Dutch East Indies
rubber from British Malaya would give Japan the economic independenc
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China’s ragtag forces fared poorly against the well-trained Japanese. They
lost control of China’s lifeline, the Burma Road, and retreated back into
China. British and Indian troops in Burma fled west into India, which
now also faced the threat of Japanese invasion.

American and Filipino prisoners
captured by the Japanese in the
Philippines
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MAP SKILLS United States
forces advanced from island to
island across the Pacific toward
Japan. Location Why was the
Battle of the Coral Sea important
to the Allied cause?

The Battle of the Coral Sea also opened a new chapter in naval warfare. It
the first naval combat carried out entirely by aircraft. The enemy ships
ever came within sight of one another. From now on, aircraft and aircraft car-

ers would play the central role in naval battles.

PACIFIC > ’ iy 8 B & "
ocaan | W lied Victories Turn the Tide

- = e 1 the summer of 1942, while the Soviet Union resisted German attacks and
8. Bombing of Nagasaki o Tok : ' 2. Battle of Midway

Aug. 9, 1945 | lune 1942 e Allies prepared to invade North Africa, two critical battles took place in the
g L HirE cific. The fight for Midway Island, near Hawaii, and for Guadalcanal, near
> Ryukyu'Is. - G ; . Midway I; - ] .
ibgfﬁfﬁﬁ?mwa = ﬁ(ok%:vav)v,a -1 5. Battle of Iwo Jima | g}‘ . Hawaitan L; the Coral Sea, changed the course of the war in the Pacific.

Feb.-Mar. 1945

e ITiaat s Pearl Harim
5 Mariong - 1 S

he Battle of Midway Japanesc Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku, architect of the
;Gt;am - 'W.ake : I éarl Harbor attack, hoped to destroy what remained of the United States Pacific
- e Ma»rsgzgizéin v L leet by luring it into battle near Midway Island, some 1,100 miles northwest of
H 4 | Hawaii. Yamamoto committed a large part of Japan’s navy to his planned invasion
Leyte Gulf |5 ™ ‘ e gL ’ Sf MidV\{ay. He believed, corrcctly,.that Amcr'ican Admiral Chester Nim'i.tz would

o 1~9§4» : Somion. . Gilbert s A Areas under use all his resources to protect the island so vital to the defense of Hawaii.
B . 2 - S Bpeeii0as |  The Battle of Midway opened on June 4, 1942,
INDIAN . : 3. Battle of || — Extentof with a2 wave of Japanese bomber attacks on the island

{ECEA?‘I e ' - Guadalcanal Japanese

Aug. 1942~ control, 1942 a simultaneous, unsuccessful American strike on

the %télrilo e | TR [Feb. 1943 | b Allied advances | the Japanese flect. As in the Battle of the Coral Sea,
= L I Major battle

1 4. Battle of |

0 500

At first, American planes based on Midway’s airfields
tried to fend off the Japanese carrier-based bombers.

The War at Sea At Pearl Harbor, Japan had not achieved one of its main Then the American carriers intervened. Their war-

goals: to destroy the three aircraft carriers that formed the heart of the Pacific planes surprised Japan’s carriers at a vulnerable time as
Fleet. Two of the carriers, the Lexington and the Enterprise, had been away at the Japanese were refueling planes and loading them
sea during the attack, accompanied by the fleet’s heavy cruisers. The third, the with bombs. Aboard the targeted Japanese ships, fuel
Saratoga, was undergoing repairs in California. These carriers would prove to ”
be important American weapons in the war at sea.

Since World War I, the design of carriers and the aircraft that relied on them
had improved tremendously. Carriers had become floating airfields, greatly
extending the area in which warplanes could fly. These planes now included dive
bombers and torpedo bombers capable of destroying enemy ships. Japan had
used aircraft carriers as a base for the attack on Pearl Harbor.

In April 1942, a group of American B-25 medium bombers took off from .
the aircraft carrier Hornet-on their own secret mission. Led by Lieutenant
Colonel James Doolittle, the planes flew 650 miles to Japan to carry out a daring

American counterattack. Doolittle’s squadron dropped bombs on Tokyo and devastating blow to the Japanese navy. The American victory owed much to
other cities before crash landing in China. Most of the pilots survived. The Commander Joseph Rochefort, who broke the Japanese code JN-25 in time to
Doolittle raid caused little physical damage, but it shocked Japan’s leadership learn crucial information before the attack began. After the Battle of Midway,

and boosted Allied morale at a crucial time. Japan was unable to launch any more offensive operations in the Pacific.
Japanese forces continued to advance across the Pacific, and the battered

hoses caught fire and bombs stacked on the decks
exploded. The Americans swiftly sank three of the four
heavy Japanese carriers and finished off the fourth, the
Hiryn, the next day. Before the Hiryw's destruction,
planes from that carrier had managed to disable the
Yorktown, which was later sunk by a Japanese subma-
rine. The other two American carriers, the Enterprise
and the Hornet, emerged undamaged.

The sinking of four Japanese carriers, combined
with the loss of some 250 planes and most of Japan’s skilled naval pilots, was a

i The vict t Midway allowed the Allies to
American navy fought desperately to stop them. The fall of the Dutch East The Battle Of, andalcan?l ¢ _Vlc ory at Mudway L
i trali . take the offensive in the Pacific. Their first goal was to capture Guadalcanal in
Indics opened the way to Australia. In May 1943, 2 largely American nava he Sol Islands. where the Japanese were building an airfield to threaten
group engaged a superior Japanese fleet in the Coral Sea, northeast of Australia. the Solomon 3 K

i i icati ith Australia.

In the Battle of the Coral Sea, aircraft launched from aircraft carriers bombed nearby Allied bases and lines of communica on with AusTatia. 4
s shi : i When more than 11,000 marines landed on the island in August 1942,

and strafed enemy ships more than 70 miles away. The five-day battle cost both . . _ = le. Th
sides more than half their pl Th d . the 2,200 Japanese who were defending the island fled into the jungle. 1he
L e Yot oo ]apant?se cstroyed the Lasington and Battle of Guadalcanal provided the marines with their first taste of jungle
badly damaged the Yorktown, another carrier. One Japanese carrier sank : . red th h

/ i i : ’ warfare. They slogged through swamps, crossed rivers, and hacked throug

another lost most of its planes, and a third was put out of action. The battle was ; . ) f
a draw, but it prevented the Ja fi invading A li tangles of vines in search of the enemy. The marines made casy targets tor
’ P ¢ Japanese trom fvacing Austraii. Japanese snipers hidden in the thick underbrush or in the tops of palm trees.
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Japanese planes attack an American
aircraft carrier during the Battle of
Midway. The biack clouds of smoke
come from antiaircraft fire.
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Both sides landed thousands of reinforcements in five month wo Jima and Okinawa
of fighting. After several fierce naval battles, the American navy
took control of the waters around the island in November, limit
ing Japanese troop landings. Japan’s outnumbered forces finall
slipped off the island in February 1943. The Allies had conquered
their first piece of Japanese-held territory. Now they made plan
for rolling back Japan’s other conquests.

Strug
From Guadalcanal, American forces began island-hopping,
military strategy of selectively attacking specific enemy-held
islands and bypassing others. By capturing only a few crucial
islands, the United Srates effectively cut oft the bypassed island
from supplies and reinforcements and rendered those islands use
less to the Japanese. This strategy also allowed the Americans to
move more quickly toward their ultimate goal—Japan itself.

The fighting grew deadlier as American troops moved closer to Japan. One of
the bloodiest battles of the war took place on the tiny volcanic island of Iwo
ima, less than 700 miles from Japan. The island’s steep, rocky slopes were honey-
ombed with caves and tunnels. The natural terrain protected more than 600
apanese guns, many encased in concrete bunkers. In November 1944, American
bombers, based in the recently conquered Marianas, began to pound Iwo Jima
e for the Islands from the air. For 74 days, American planes and warships poured nearly 7,000 tons
of bombs and more than 20,000 shells onto Iwo Jima’s defenders.

In mid-February 1945, marines stormed the beaches. They encountered
furious resistance from the Japanese. After three days of combat, the marines
had advanced only about 700 yards inland. Eventually nearly 110,000 American
troops took part in the campaign. Although opposed by fewer than 25,000
Japanese, the marines needed almost a month to secure the island. The enemy
fought almost to the last defender. Only 216 Japanese were taken prisoner.

In the Battle of Iwo Jima, American forces suffered an estimated 25,000

Island-Hopping in the Pacific In 1943 and 1944, the Allie casualties. The United States awarded 27 Medals of Honor for actions on Iwo
pushed north from Australia and west across the Central Pacific. Forces unde Jima, more than in any other single operation of the war. Admiral Nimitz
General MacArthur and Admiral William Halsey leapfrogged through th described the island as a place in which “uncommon valor was a common virtue.”
Solomon Islands while Admiral Nimitz led a similar island-hopping campaign in A photo of servicemen raising the United States flag on Mt. Surabachi came to

the Gilbert Islands. After seizing the island of Tarawa, Nimitz used it to launch symbolize the struggles and sacrifices of American troops during World War II1.
bombing raids on Japanese bases in the Marshall Islands. By February 1944 The Battle of Okinawa, fought from April to June 1945, was equally
these attacks had crippled Japanese air power, allowing Nimitz’s forces to seiz bloody. The small island of Okinawa, little more than 350 miles from Japan
Kwajalein and Eniwetok at the northwest end of the island group. itself, was historically Japanese soil. It was the last obstacle to an Allied invasion
 From the Marshalls, Nimitz captured parts of the Mariana Islands in June of the Japanese home islands. With this in mind, many of the island’s nearly
For the first time, Japan was within reach of long-range American bombers. B 100,000 defenders had pledged to fight to the death.
the end of 1944, B-29 Superfortresses were dropping tons of explosives on The Allies gathered some 1,300 warships and more than 180,000 combat
Japanese cities. troops to drive the enemy from Okinawa in an effort second only to the Nor-

mandy invasion in size. Iapancsc .pIIOtS flew necarly 2,000 kamikaze attacks On February 19, 1945—the first
against this fleet. As American soldiers stormed ashore, defenders made equally day of the invasion—Marines
desperate banzai charges—attacks in which the soldiers tried to kill as many of fought to win a foothold on Iwo
the enemy as possible until they themselves were killed. Jima under intense Japanese fire.

The Philippines Campaign As American forces pushed toward Japan in th
summer of 1944, military planners decided to bypass the Philippine Islands
MacArthur vigorously opposed this strategy, claiming that the United State
had an obligation to free the Filipino people. The general’s arguments per
suaded Roosevelt, who reversed the decision.

In mid-October, some 160,000 American troops invaded the Philippin
island of Leyte. After the beach was secure, General MacArthur dramaticall
waded ashore from a landing craft. News cameras recorded the historic event a
MacArthur proclaimed, “People of the Philippines, I have returned.”

While American troops fought their way inland, the greatest naval battle in
world history developed off the coast. More than 280 warships took part in the
three-day Battle of Leyte Gulf. The Japancse high command directed nearly
every warship still afloat to attack the United States Navy. This was the firs

battle in which Japanese kamikazes, or suicide planes, were used. Kamikaze
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Kamikaze attacks took a toll on the
United States Navy in the final year
of the war.

VIEWING HISTORY A single
atomic bomb {eveled the city of
Hiroshima. Making Comparisons
How was the atomic bomb differ-
ent from other war technology?

One soldier described the long, hard-fought campaign to
take Okinawa:

€6 Qur attack pattern was: barrage a hill with bombs and shells,
move up the foot soldiers, hold it against counterattacks, fight
down the reverse slope, then start on the next one. We would
attack during the day, dig in for the night—not for sleep, but
for safety. A hole was never deep enough when the Japanese
started their barrage. And then, at night, they would come, a

screaming banzai or a single shadow.??
—An American Gl at Okinawa

In June, when the Japanese resistance finally ended after almost three months
only 7,200 defenders remained to surrender. For American forces, the near}
50,000 casualties made the Battle of Okinawa the costliest engagement of the
Pacific war. At long last, however, the Allies had a clear path to Japan.

The Manhattan Project

The next challenge for American soldiers was to prepare themselves for the inva
sion of Japan. After the grueling battles at Iwo Jima and Okinawa, they knew how
costly such an invasion would be. Unknown to them, however, work was nearl
complete on a bomb that would make the invasion unnecessary. '
In August 1939, Roosevelt had reccived a letter from Albert Einstein, a bril
liant Jewish physicist who had fled from Europe. In his letter, Einstein suggesteq
that an incredibly powerful new type of bomb could be built by the Germans
Determined to build the bomb before Germany did, Roosevelt organized th
top secret Manhattan Project to develop an atomic bomb.
Scientists had already succeeded in splitting the nucleus of the uranium atom
To make an atomic bomb, however, they had to discover how to create a chai
reaction. In such a reaction, particles released from the splitting of one ator
would cause another atom to break apart, and so on. In theory, the energy
released by the splitting of so many atoms would produce a massive explosion.
1942, Enrico Fermi produced the first controlled chain reaction in a laboratory a
the University of Chicago. Scientists worked to design a bomb that could stor
the raw materials and trigger a much more powerful chain reaction on demand.
On July 16, 1945, Manhattan Project scientists field-tested the world’s firs
atomic bomb in the desert of New Mexico. With a blinding flash of light, th
explosion blew a huge crater in the carth and shattered windows some 12
miles away. As he watched, J. Robert Oppenheimer, who ha
supervised the building of the bomb, remembered the words 0
the Bhagavad Gita, the Hindu holy book: “Now I am becom
Death, the destroyer of worlds.”

—  The Decision to Drop the Bomb Once the bomb wa
ready, the question became whether or not to use it again
Japan. There were a number of alternative possibilities fo
ending the war: ;

1. a massive invasion of Japan, expected to cost millions
Allied casualties '

2. a naval blockade to starve Japan, along with continued con
ventional bombing

3. a demonstration of the new weapon on a deserted island ¢
pressure Japan to surrender '

softening of Allied demands for an unconditional surrender

An advisory group of scientists, military leaders, and government offi-
ials, called the Interim Committee, met in the spring of 1945 to del?ate
ese ideas. It could not recommend any of the alternatives. Heavy American
asualties at Iwo Jima and Okinawa were a factor in the committee’s sup-
ort for using the bomb. ‘
_ The final decision, however, rested with President Harry S Truman,
ho had taken office barely three months carlier, after Roosevelt’s sudden
cath in April 1945. Truman had no difficulty making up his mind. He
bnsidcred the bomb to be a military weapon and had no doubt that it

hould be used. Truman never regretted his decision. “You should do your
weeping at Pearl Harbor,” he said to his critics in 1963.

apan Surrenders On August 6, 1945, an American plane, the Enola

Gay, dropped a single atomic bomb on Hiroshima, a city in southern Japan

and the site of a large army base. A blast of intense heat annihilated the
city’s center and its residents in an instant. Many buildings that survived the
initial blast were destroyed by fires spread by powerful winds. Perhaps 80,000
died and at least as many were injured by fire, radiation sickness, and the force of
the explosion. At least 90 percent of the city’s buildings were damaged or totally
destroyed. A Hiroshima resident described the scene after the bombing:

6& Wherever you went, you didn’t bother to take the roads. Everything was
flat, nothing was standing, no gates, pillars, walls, or fences. You walked
in a straight line to where you wanted to go. Practically everywhere you

came across small bones that had been left behind.??
—Hiroshima survivor

Three days later, a second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. On August 14,

the government of Japan accepted the American terms for surrender. The next

ay, Americans celebrated V-J Day (Victory in Japan Day). The formal. surren-

der agreement was signed on September 2, 1945, aboard the USS Missours in
Tokyo Bay. The long and destructive war had finally come to an end.

THINKING

Japanese officials signed docu-
ments of surrender aboard the
USS Missouri.

Activity: Writing. a Magazine
Article Select a battle, issue, or
military.unit from-the War in the
Pacific. Research your subject
online,; and then write a maga-
zine article on that theme. Be
sure to incorporate primary
sources. Use the links provided
in the America: Pathways to the
Present area of the following
Web site for help in completing
this activity.

verw.phschool.com




Making Decisions

‘Some decisions are more difficult to make than

others. A good way to learn decision-making
skills is to look at the choices others have made
and how they made them.

“[0]n June 18, | met with the Joint Chiefs of Staff
to discuss what | hoped would be our final push
_ against the Japanese. We still hadn’t decided
One of the most famous-—-and most analyzed— _whether or hot to use the atomic bomb, and.the.
decrsnons in history was President Harry S chiefs of staff suggested that we plan an attack ns face? . Intemed ,
Truman'’s decision to drop the atomic bomb on _on Wyushy, the Japaniese isldna on thelr extreme o L i .
Japan during World War Il. The decision was _ west, around the beginning of November, and S - '
made after Germany had surren dere d. Truman follow up with an attack on the more important
_ feared that defeating Japan might be more diffi- ’esr,:gd gigz:; ’xjergfstcﬁ S;ZZ;S:CZ ;htigtzsz n
- cult because “the Japanese were self-proclaimed of thegbrg bormb.. The Ch,ei of séff astimated
fanatic warriors who made it all too clear that that the Japanese still had five thousand attack
they preferred death to defeat in battle.” He  planes, seventeen garrisons on the island of
describes hIS decision at right. Kyushu alone, and a total of more than two
 million men on all of the islands of Japan.
General Marshall then estimated that, since
the Japanese would unquestionably ﬂght even
_more fiercely than ever on their own homeland,
L we would probably lose a quarter of a million
- men and possrbly as many as a half million in

« Women fill jobs at factories
and shipyards.

African Americans

Mexican Americans

Japanese Ametricans

LEARN THE SKILL
Use the following steps to make decisions: Setting the Scene To win the war, the United States needed to draw
upon all its resources, including its people. For several groups in American
society, this need opened up opportunities that had not existed before the war.
Taking advantage of those opportunities proved difficult, however, especially
for racial and ethnic minorities. Prejudice still blocked many people from
advancing freely.

Early in the war, most defense industries refused to accept African Americans.
A. Philip Randolph, a powerful union leader, thought that mass protest might
force the government to end this discrimination. He called for a march on
Washington, D.C., under the slogan “We loyal Negro American citizens
demand the right to work and fight for our country.” Critics, including President
Roosevelt, feared that a protest march by African Americans might hurt
national unity and lead to violence. Randolph replied:

1. Identify the problem and express: it clearly. First:
determine whether a decision is needed; then clarify
what needs to be decided. What is the issue you _taking the two islands. | could not bear this
want to resolve or the goal you want to achieve? : thought, and ,t Ied to the decision to use the

.- Gather information. Find out facts about the issue. _atomic bomb.
Be sure that your sources are reliable. , - We talked first about blockading Japan and
Identify options. Be sure to consider all the ways trying to blast them into surrender with conven-

an issue might be handled. Statmg the op’uons tional weapontry; but Marshall and others made it ,
clearly will help you decide. fclear that this wotild: never v ork, pointing out that, .

Predict co dent th d ’ we’d hit. Germany in th/s wa) and they hadn't
of ealch gh:::aquences entify the pros and cons , surrendered until we got troops into Germany

_itself. Another general also pornted out that
Make a decision. Evaluate your options; choose'the -  Germany's munitions industries were more or
one with the most acceptable consequences.

less centralized and that our constant bombings
of these facmtres never made them quit, and.
, mdustnes were much more spread apart
, and harder to hit. Then when we finally. talked
_ about the atomic bomb, on July 21, com/ng to
the awful conclusion that it would probably. be
. 'the only way the Japanese might be made to sur '
_render qurckly, we talked first about hltt/ng some.
. —lsolated area some Iow populanon area where ,
there would not be too many casualties but
_ where the Japanese could see the power of the

66 We seek the right to play our part in advancing the cause of
national defense and national unity. But certainly there can be no
national unity where one tenth of the population are denied their
basic rights as American citizens. . . . One thing is certain and
that is if Negroes are going to get anything out of this national
defense, which will cost the nation 30 or 40 billions of dollars
that we Negroes must help pay in taxes as property owners
and workers and consumers, we must fight for it and fight for

k ?RQCTHGE T}%E §%{§LL
- _’Answer the wmg questions:

1. (a) What rssue did Presndent Truman need to
resolve? What was his goal? (b) Was a decision
necessary? Explain your answer.

2. (a) What information was Truman given about

“Japan’s military strength? (b) Wnat information was -
~ he given on the projected Ca’s’ualties should the

United States invade Japan?.
3. What ‘options did Truman |dentlfy?

4. (a) What did Truman think would be the conse-
quences of each of these options? (b) What pros

and cons did he consrder’?

5 (a) What did Presudent Truman decude'? (b) What

was his reasonmg’?

APPLY THE SKILL

_ See the Chapter Review and Assessment for another

opportunity to apply this skill..
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. _new weapon. Reluctantly, we decrded against.

_that as well, feellng that that JUSt wouldn't be.

___enough to convince the fanatic Japanese And
we flnally selected four possrble target areas, all -

heavy military- manufactunng areas: Hrroshlma,

Kok ura Nagasakl, and Nngata

Prlvate Wntmgs of Harry s Truman, ?

Margaret Truman (ed.

it with gloves off,9?
—A. Philip Randolph, press release, January 15, 1941

African Americans

African Americans had struggled for decades to end discrimination. Yet the Jim
Crow system still endured in the South, and African Americans in the North
faced unofficial discrimination in employment, education, and housing.

Economic Discrimination In 1941, industries searched for millions of
new workers to meet the demands of the Lend-Lease program. Still, one out
of five potential African American workers remained jobless. Government

Segregation in the military mirrored
conditions at home. Members of
an African American field artiliery
unit (above) fire shells in Germany.
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Martin Luther King,
famous

These attitudes forced African Americans to work for change on s
wn. The Pittsburgh Courier, an African American newspaper, launch:
, “Double V” campaign. The first V stood for victory against the
While working his ' . i i _powers, the second for victory in winning equality at home.
way through collége ) ' Another step was the founding of the Congress of Racial Equz
in New York and later Finally, on June _(CORE) in Chicago in 1942. CORE believed in using nonviolent techni:
as a ship’s waiter, 8802, opening jobs to end racism. In May 1943, it organized its first sit-in at a restaurant c:
A. Philip Randolph  Americans  “without the Jack Spratt Coffee House. Groups of CORE members, includin
Ssiannoy:g:;;:ra _ national origin.” . . ’ J : least one African An}crican, filled the restaurant’s counter and booths.
Starting in 192'5 ' oo T refused to'lca.vc .untﬂ everyone was scrve.d. The sit-in technique ended
Randolph gra dua}ly i . ‘ } : Spratt’s discriminatory policies and quickly spread to CORE group
. wonrecognition for i ' . o other cities. These efforts paved the way for the civil rights movement
the Brotherh’ood of Sleepihg Car Inning. ime i . ) ' > would begin in the next decade.
Porters, a railway union composeq ' i . .
largely of African Americans. The union g ; . C i . Mexican Americans

won higher wa o ; . . . . . .. .
R gher wages a”C_‘ cuts in working Like African Americans, both Mexican American citizens and Mexicans
S and travel requirements in 1937.

After World War II. Ran dolbh conti it Work'ing in th‘c Un%tc_d States faced discrimination duripg the war.
ued as a labor leader, and bec e : ' ) : Mexican Americans joined the armed forces, and the wartime economy
vice president of the combined AFL angd ive | ing i . brought new job opportunities in defense industries. By 1944, about '
CIO labor union in 1955. When the civil . ) . 17,000 Mexican American citizens and Mexicans working in the United States overseas and over racial dis-
rights movement got under way, the ) - . held jobs in the lLos Angeles shipyards, where none had worked three years zgl?:;f:e?t :]ootr:set'e;héit
::) ?;C;e;r;ztb?cgfeo?h ::ad wanted to bcerc. Mcxicar.l AmcriFans also found jobs in shipya.lrds and aircraft factories in side a Chicag?) milk company
AUgUSE 1963 ho di‘;]ei t}; ;Otcak place. In California and in Washington, Texas, and New Mexico. Some headed for other in 1941.

! € March on

Washington, D.C., and stood bisciois war production centers such as Detroit, Chicago, Kansas City, and New York.

! Jr., as King gave his . i The Bracero Program In agriculture, a shortage of farm laborers led the
| Have a Dream” speech; United States to seck help from Mexico. In 1942, an agreement between the two
nations provided for transportation, food, shelter, and medical care for thousands
of braceros, Mexican farm laborers brought to work in the United States.
Between 1942 and 1947, more than 200,000 raceros worked on American farms
and, occasionally, in other industries. The program brought a rise in the Latino
population of Los Angeles and other cities in southern California. Many lived in
Spanish-speaking neighborhoods called barrios. Crowded conditions and
discrimination often created tensions, however.

22, .1941,.#16 President signed Executive Order
ang Jf)b. fraining programs in defense plants to all

o ki of dlscrufnmation and racism here in this country.”
» the owner of a lunch co .

. ’ unter refused to s
American GIs. Ope GI recalled: .

'an prisoners of war who were having |
at th . ng lunch
v o T e 1. T 135 sl e ! |
: e o ) , =
diers and turn away bia jmericaz/gz V;t;u/d serve these enemy sol- In Favor of Integration = - .| Opposed to Integration
' . “Though | have found no Negroes who want to see the  “In this hour of national crisis, it is much more important
—Lloyd Brown ~ United Nations lose this war, | have found many who, that we have the full-hearted co-operation of the thirty
before the war ends, want to see the stuffing knocked - million white southern Americans than that we satisfy
. out of white supremacy. . . . If freedom ahd,équality are - the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
overnment attitudes mirrored this lack of , _ hot vouchsafed [granted] the peoples of color, the war , People. ....lf they be forced to serve with Negroes, they
to disrupt the war effort to promot .a ko C9nccrn. Roosevelt declined =~ for democracy will not be won. : .,V\.Ie,j’d.emand the aboli- - will cease to volunteeri and when drafted, they will. not
frankly,” he said in late 1043, % e social cquahty. “I don’t think, quite tion of segregation and discrimination in. . . [all] ’ ' serve with that enthusiasm and high morale that has
> that we can bring about the millenniym [a _ branches of national defense.” . always characterized the soldiers and sailors of the
this time,” . —A. Philip Randolph, African American labor = United States.”
_ and civil rights leader, November 1942 . —W: R. Poage, Texas state representative, 1941

period of human perfection] at
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Zoot Suit Riots In the 1940s, some young Mexican Americans in Los Ange|
began to wear an outfit known as the “zoot suit,” featuring a long draped jack
and baggy pants with tight cuffs. “Zoot-suiters” often wore a slicked-bg
“ducktail” haircut. This look offended many people, especially sailors who ¢
to Los Angeles on leave from nearby military bases. Groups of sailors roame
the streets in search of zoot-suiters, whom they beat up and humiliated f
looking “un-American.” One Spanish newspaper, La Opinion, urged Mexi
American youths not to respond with more violence, but some took revenge o
the sailors when they could.

Early in June 1943, the street fighting grew into full-scale riots. Local newsp;
pers usually blamed Mexican Americans for the violence. Police often arrested
victims rather than the sailors who had begun the attacks. Army and navy offi
finally intervened by restricting GIs’ off-duty access to Los Angeles.

mbers losing the $55,000 worth of fishing nets that
een his livelihood:

¢ When we were sent to Fort Lincoin [in Bismarck, North
Dakota] | asked the FBI men about my nets. They said,
‘Don’t worry. Everything is going to be taken care of.’
But | never saw the nets again, nor my brand-new
1941 Plymouth, nor our furniture. It all just disap-
peared. | lost everything.??

—Henry Murakami

apanese Americans had no idea where they were
g when they boarded buses and trains for the camps.
ica Sone, who lived in Seattle, imagined her camp
uld be “out somewhere deep in a snow-bound forest,
American Siberia. T saw myself plunging chest-deep in
now, hunting for small game to keep us alive.” She
er family packed their winter clothes, only to end up in Camp Minidoka, VIEWING HISTORY Five
the sun-baked prairie of central Idaho, where the normal July temperature is months after the attack on Pearl
ut 90 degrees Fahrenheit. If-|arb?or, thte T‘:‘Ch't(;a fa;rr\:)l?nwazts
All the camps were located in dchIatc areas. Families lived in wooden bar- :aryiv a;st' galiio?ni a,erth) a camp.
covered with tar paper, in rooms equipped only with cots, blankets, and a Recognizing Bias Why did the

it bulb. People had to share toilet, bathing, and dining facilitics. Barbed wire United States intern Japanese
rounded the camps, and armed guards patrolled the grounds. Although the Americans like the Mochidas?
ernment referred to these as relocation camps, one journalist pointed out
t they seemed “uncomfortably close to concentration camps.”

Native Americans

The war also changed the lives of Native Americans. In addition to the 25 (
Native Americans who joined in the armed forces, many others migrated
urban centers to work in defense plants. Roughly 23,000 Nag
Americans worked in war industries around the country.

Life in the military or in the cities was a new experience
many Native Americans who had lived only on reservatio
They had to adapt quickly to white culture. At the end of
war, those who had moved away often did not return to reser
tion life. For some, the cultural transition brought a sense
having lost their roots.

Japanese Americans

Japanese Americans suffered official discrimination during the
In late 1941, they were a tiny minority in the United States, nt
bering only 127,000 (about 0.1 percent of the entire populatio
Most lived on the West Coast, where racial prejudice against th
VIEWING HISTORY To defeat was strong. About two thirds of Japanese Americans had been born in
the Japanese in the Pacific, United United States. Although they were native-born citizens, they still often met h
States Marines had to keep their tility from their white neighbors.
strategies from the enemy. Navajo . -
code talkers, using a Native Ameri- Hostility grew into hatred and hysteria after Japan attacked Pearl Har
can language, allowed the Allies to Rumors flew about sabotage on the West Coast. The press increased peop
stay one step ahead of the Japan- fears with inaccurate reports carrying headlines such as “Jap Boat Flashes M
ese. Synthesizing Information How sage Ashore” and “Japanese Here Sent Vital Data to Tokyo.” Such reports

else did the armed forces benefit Ameri . :
nericans feeling that n i YW .
from diversity? g Japanese spies were ever here

gal Challenges A few Japanesc Americans challenged the internment
icy in the courts. Four cases eventually reached the Supreme Court, which
¢d that the wartime relocation was constitutional. In one case, California
dent Fred Toyosaburo Korematsu, a defense-plant worker, was arrested for
sing to report to a relocation center. Korematsu appealed, saying that his
1 rights had been violated.

he Supreme Court, in Korematsu v. United States (1944), ruled that the
ocation policy was not based on race. The majority opinion said that “the
tary urgency of the situation demanded that all citizens of Japanese ancestry
segregated from the West Coast temporarily.” The dissenting opinion, how-
r, labeled the policy “an obvious racial discrimination.”

Early in 1945, the government allowed Japanese Americans to leave the
nps. Some returned home and resumed their lives, but others found that
y had lost nearly everything. As time passed, many Americans came to
ieve that the internment had been a great injustice. In 1988, Congress
sed a law awarding each surviving Japanese American internee a tax-free
:mcnt of $20,000. More than 40 years after the event, the United States
vernment also officially apologized.

Japanese Internment As a result of these prejudices and fears, the gove
ment decided to remove all “aliens” from the West Coast. On Februat
1942, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066. It authorized the S
retary of War to establish military zones on the West Coast and remove “an
all persons” from such zones. Officials told foreign-born Italians and Germ
to move away from the coast, but within a few months they canceled
orders. The government set up the War Relocation Authority to move
everyone of Japanese ancestry—about 110,000 people, both citizens and
citizens. They would be interned, or confined, in camps in remote are
from the coast.

Relocation took place so fast that Japanese Americans had little tim
secure their property before they left. Many lost their businesses, f
homes, and other valuable assets. Henry Murakami, a resident of Califo

anese Americans in the Military During the war, the military refused ,
cept Japanese Americans into the armed forces until early 1943. Despite What was the record of

- government’s harsh treatment of Japanese civilians, thousands volunteered Japanese American soldiers in
eventually more than 17,000 fought in the United States armed services. World War 11?7

t were Nisei, or citizens born in the United States to Japanese immigrant
ents, and some volunteered while in internment camps. Many all-Nisei
its won recognitio‘n for their courage in Europe. In fact, the soldiers of the
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The motto of the women’s Auxiliary
Reserve Pool (top) during Worid
War |l was “Prepared and Faithful.”
The worker (bottom) is assembling
an aircraft.

Sounds of an Era

Listen to “Rosie the Riveter”
and other sounds from World
War |l.

all-Japanese 442nd Regimental Combat Team won more medals for bravery
than any other unit in United States history.

Working Women

Women of all ages and ethnic and economic backgrounds went to work in the
wartime economy. Many of them joined the work force out of a sense of patri-
otism. They wanted to support their husbands, boyfriends, sons, and brothers
who had marched off ro war. Others realized thar the war gave them an oppor-
tunity to work ar jobs that would otherwise be closed to them.

New Kinds of Jobs Before the war, most women who worked for wages were

young. They worked mainly as secretaries, sales clerks, household

in other low-paying jobs traditionally held by women. Except for
nursing, few women entered professional careers. Women with fac-
ally worked in industries that produced clothing, textiles, and shoes;

ominated the higher-paying machinery, steel, and automobile indus-

everywhere, women earned less than men.

Like World War 1, World War II brought women into differ- '

ent parts of the work force. As men were drafted into the armed
forces, many factory jobs fell vacant. These higher-paying positions
lured many women away from traditional women’s jobs. They
moved eagerly into manufacturing, particularly in the defense
industries. Many women who had never worked outside the home
also took jobs in the aircraft factories, shipyards, and other indus-
trial sites that directly supported the war effort. The number of
working women rose by almost one third, from 14.6 million in
1941 to about 19.4 million in 1944. Women at one point made
up about 35 percent of the total civilian labor force.
A popular song in 1942 told the story of a fictional young
woman called Rosic the Riveter. Rosie was a home front hero.
She worked in a defense plant, driving rivets into the metal plates of aircraft,
while her boyfriend Charlie served in the marines. The government used images
of Rosie in posters and recruitment films of the 1940s to attract new wome
workers. In time, Rosie the Riveter became the popular name for all women wh
worked in war-production jobs, including riveters, steelworkers, and welders.

Benefits and Problems of Employment On the whole, women enjoye
working in war-related industries. Employment outside the home made a bi
difference in their lives, giving them self-confidence as well as economic inde
pendence. For example, Josephine McKee, a Seattle mother of nine wh
worked at the Boeing Aircraft Company, used her earnings to pay off debt
from the Depression. Other women found the work more interesting and chal
lenging than what they had done before. Evelyn Knight left a job as a cook t
work in a navy yard. She explained, “After all, I’ve got to keep body and sou.
together, and I’d rather carn a living this way than to cook over a hot stove.
Many women took jobs for patriotic reasons. One rubber plant worke
declared, “Every time I test a batch of rubber, I know it’s going to help brin
my three sons home quicker.” '

African American women had long worked in greater proportion than
white women. Generally, though, only cooking, cleaning, child care, and othe
domestic jobs were open to them. When they applied for defense jobs, Africa
American women often faced prejudice based on both their gender and race
Some women fought back. Through lawsuits and other forms of protest
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\frican’ American women improved their chances in‘the
ik force. From 1940 to 1944, the percentage of African
erican women in industrial jobs increased from 6.'8 percc‘nt
18 percent. The number \Vorking in domestic service
opped from 59.9 percent to 44.6 peljcent.
In spite of the benefits of working, women faced a
aumber of problems both inside and outside the workplace.
hey often encountered hostile reactions from other work-
s, particularly in jobs previously filled only by men. ?hcy
so earned much less pay than men doing the same jobs.
he National War Labor Board declared in the fall of 1942

e

at women who performed “work of the same quality and
upantity” as men should receive equal pay. Employers
i i g is policy.
1d%$()‘f£§;iéﬁi§ hadyto figure out what to do with thci}' children while they
ere on the job. More than half a million women with children under the age
£ 10 worked during the war, and day-care centers were scarce. They were
orced to rely on family members and friends to care for_ their children. Further-
more, a typical woman’s workday did not end after eight h'ours at tf.le plan'ii
Most working women also shouldered the burden of cooking, cleaning, an
therwise maintaining the household.

After the War The government drive to bring women to. defense plants
ssumed that when the war was over, womecn would leave their jobs and return
home. War work was just “for the duration.” While many women Wa'ntcd to
tinue working at the war’s end, the pressures to return home were mthse.
Returning servicemen expected to get their jobs back.

As the economy returned to peacetime, twice as many women as men lostf
factory jobs. Some women were content to leave once'the \'zvartl'me tfense ;)
urgency ended. Others, however, had discovered new satisfactions in t e W?ir k-
place that made them want to keep on working. Some women also continued to
work part time to bring in additional income.

Recognizing Blas Although womér}" .
vorkers were recruited during the
they were pressured to leave

their jobs and return to domestic

\work once it ended. What underlying

beliefs does this series of events

YIEWING HISTORY Govern-
ment campaigns aimed at women
changed their message once the
war was over. Posters such as this
one tried to persuade women to
give up their factory jobs and
return to full-time homemaking.
Drawing Inferences Why were
women being urged out of the work
force?

Activity: Writing an Encyclope-
dia Entry Investigate key roles
women played during World War
1. Take detailed notes. Then
using your findings, write an
encyclopedia entry for “Women’s
Roles During World War IL.” Use
the links provided in the Amer-
jca: Pathways to the Present
area of the following Web site for
help in completing this activity.
www.phschool.com




