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 Balian (Bay-lee-an)  
Balian d'Ibelin (Orlando Bloom, Paris in “Troy”): a French blacksmith who is haunted the by suicide of his wife.  Suicide is forbidden by the Roman Catholic Church.  Those that commit suicide will arrive headless in Hell and burn there for eternity.  After killing the priest that stole his wife’s gold cross, Balian joins Baron Godfrey and his crusaders traveling to Jerusalem, “the Kingdom of Heaven.”  Balian joins the crusade so that God will forgive him for killing the priest and so that God will forgive his wife for committing suicide, a sin in the eyes of the church.  Before dying, Godfrey knights Balian and orders him to serve King Baldwin in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Balian will lead the defense of Jerusalem against the Saracens (Muslims) of Saladin.

[image: image2.jpg]


 King Baldwin IV
Baldwin IV of Jerusalem (Edward Norton): the King of Jerusalem known as “the Leper of Leprous.”  King Baldwin leads the Knights Hospitalers.  In his Kingdom of Jerusalem, King Baldwin has created, “the Kingdom of Heaven,” meaning Jews, Muslims and Christians live side-by-side in peace.  Baldwin rules his kingdom by the Biblical command of “love thy neighbor,” and for this reason King Baldwin has signed a peace treaty with Saladin.  Unfortunately King Baldwin is dying from leprosy, a bacterial skin disease.  Leprosy causes massive open sores and bleeding from the skin, as well as major nerve damage.  To hide the horrors of his disease, King Baldwin wears a silver mask.  The peace with Saladin and the Saracens will hold as long as King Baldwin is alive.  Baldwin’s sister is Princess Sibylla, the wife of the Muslim-hater, Guy de Lusignan.
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 Guy (Gēē) de Lusignan
Guy de Lusignan (Martin Csokas): the husband of Princess Sibylla and next in line to be King of Jerusalem.  Guy is a fanatical Christian crusader who wants to destroy all Muslim influence in the Holy Land.  He hates Balian because of Balian’s common birth and because Balian is the bastard son of Baron Godfrey.  Guy is the leader of the anti-Muslim group in Jerusalem.  He intends to start a war with Saladin and for this reason he supports the violently anti-Muslim Knights Templar, led by Raynald.  After the disaster at the Battle of Hattin, Guy is imprisoned in Damascus by Saladin.
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 Raynald de Châtillon
Raynald de Châtillon (Brendan Gleeson, Menelaus in “Troy”): the cruelest of the French crusader leaders and the leader of the Knights Templar.  Raynald is responsible for slaughtering Muslim trade caravans and is part of the conspiracy with King Guy to start a war with Saladin.  Raynald is infamous in the Muslim world for his awful treatment of the Muslim population.  Like King Guy, Raynald is captured by Saladin after the Battle of Hattin.  After Hattin, Raynald is beheaded for grabbing a goblet of water and ice chips intended for King Guy.
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 Princess Sibylla
Princess Sibylla (Eva Green): wife of King Guy and sister of King Baldwin IV.  Sibylla only married King Guy for political reasons and it is a loveless marriage.  Sibylla detests her husband’s anti-Muslim beliefs.  She falls in love with Balian and the two of them will be instrumental in the defense of Jerusalem.
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 Imad ad-Din
Imad ad-Din (Alexander Siddig):  the right hand man and chief advisor of Saladin who first meets Balian in the desert where the two fight over a magnificent black stallion.  Balain believes Imad ad-Din is just another Saracen.  He finally understands who Imad ad-Din really is after he is captured by Saladin’s forces while trying to protect the villagers of Kerak from Saracen cavalry.  Saladin releases Balain from captivity and he returns to Jerusalem to defend the city against Saladin’s siege.
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 Saladin
Saladin (Ghassan Massoud): the brilliant Muslim commander of the Saracens, considered one of the single most important figures in the rise of Islam in the 12th century.  Saladin politically united the various tribes in the Islamic Empire, forging one of the greatest military machines to ever march.  Saladin was not only an intelligent military commander but he was a superb poet, a supremely devout Muslim, a brilliant mathematician, and considered the most gifted linguist of his time, fluently speaking more than five languages.  Admired and respected by King Baldwin it was only the slaughter of Muslim trade caravans that provoked Saladin to declare jihad against the infidel crusaders.
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